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uld be Continued from page 363. 
(8) Tam aware, Mr. CuatrMan, tbat the inequality ef our 
* Spa esent system of impost duties, as a scheme of taxation, 
mon « so enormous, that it is calculated to astound those who 
(itive TM ve not thoroughly examined the matter. With a view, 
LANs TM orefore, of presenting the question in a more practical 
> lop Ed familar point of view, f will suppose that a general 
xscise were imposed upon al! those productions which 
il pub Ta octitute the basis of the internal commerce of the Union, 
1S [2d that the impost duties upon foreign commerce were 
his ~ uced to the same rate. As a mere question of distri- 
Tares tive justice, it cannot be doubted, for a moment, that the 
eC change of internal commerce should be subjected to 
black. every satne impositions with the exchanges of foreign 
zard merce. It is essential, indeed, to the perfect equality 
ple ‘OTS taxation, that all indirect taxes should fall precisely a- 
ted by a upon all the productions of domestic industry, made 
ae manufactured for sale, whether at home or abroad. If 
“ it } : , . . yY 
sar: planter is called upon to pay a certain per centage 


onthe annual valueof the cotton he exchanges for fo- 
ign manufactures, upon what human principle can it be 
stended, that the farmer is not equally liable to pay the 
me per centage upon the anoual value of the grain and 
er productions which he exebanges with the neighbor- 
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eae P ; nanufacturer , and that the manufacturers of every 
| wore ription, are not equally liable to pay the same per 
offee * plage upon the annual value of the manufactures they ex- 
+ beforelmmnse for agricultural and other productions in the do- 
sand Gee market? An impost and an excise duty are pre- 
: of th ely the same im principle, differing only in the solitary 


ricular, that they fall upon different productions of do- 
tic industry. And whether the tax ultimately falls up- 
the producer or consumer, a just regard to the principle 
equality would require that al! the nroducers and all the 
wumers of the country, should equally participate in 
taining the financial burthens of the State. 

Ifthe value of the cotton exported by the planter is to 
regarded as the measure of his income, upon the very 
e principle, the value of the grain sold by the farmer, 
ofthe cloth sold by the manufacturer, should be regard- 
asthe measure of his income, and the duty imposed 
ordingly. 

Now, Sir, it will be found upon examination, that a 
neral system of impost and excise duties equally appli- 
ble to all commercial exchanges, whether foreign or in- 
ial, would bringus almost to the very same result as an 
ome tax. 

The advocates of the prohibitory system have habitually 
elt upon the insignificance of our foreign, when com- 
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: aco ot red with our internal commerce. In the well known 
0) . : , 

, a dress of the Harrisburg Convention, it was assumed 
OLS. . 


tthe internal commerce of the Union amounted to 500, 
, 000, being nearly ten times the amount of our foreign 
umerce. I think this estimate extravagant , and will 
, therefore, use it, even against the manufacturers 
mselves. It may be safely assumed, however that the 
mal commerce of the Union amounts to two hundred 
eighty millions, exclusive of the coasting trade in fo- 
so merchandise. It follows, therefore, that while the 
vle of the taxes of the Federal Government are thrown 
pu less than one fifth of all the productions of national 
try—the average amount of imports being less than 
, 000, 000—there are productions equally liable to tax- 
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? \ Upen every principle of equity and justice, a- 
ivenee. % — to $280, 000, 000, which are not only entirely 
ns per ann ‘rom all Government impositions, but a large portion 
etter eno @™ CD actually receive Government bounties! Sir, it 
notes of * GP vain for gentlemen to attempt to disguise this gross 


of an agcnl. 
person, in # 
ntain after & 
dollars 10 
cormiss!08 


monstrous inequality, under the vague notion that the 
vate burtben of taxation falls exclusively upon the con- 
et. Even if this were true to the letter, it would not 
letially vary the case as to the unequal operation of 
evenue laws upon the different sections of the Union. 


11 be publish * Complaint is, that upon less than seventy millions of 
bout the year, ommercial exchanges of the country—principally be- 
Congress, HELE to the planting States—the whole of the federal 
expected nae’ are levied, while upon commercial exchanges equal- 
ps ti0Be ‘ableto taxation, belonging to the farming and manu- 
E and Ni ‘inng States, to the vast amount of $280, 000, 000, no 


fice sition at allis laid by this Government. Now I chal- 
* any gentleman to point out a single instance in the 
“ty of the werld—TI will not except the eruel exactions 
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of the Roman Government from the conquered Provin- 
ces—that can be compared with our own revenue system, 
fur the injustice and inequality of the contributions it draws 
from the peovle of the Southern and Southwestern States. 
When all the States of this Union were Atlantic States, 
aud were interested very nearly in an equal degree in the 
foreign exchanges of the country, no great injustice re- 
sulted from making these exchanges sustain the whole fis- 
cal burthens of the Government. But even in 1790, the per- 
iod to which I refer, Alexander Hamilton, the putative fa- 
ther of the prehibitory system, deemed it unwise and inex- 
pedient to carry the duties upon foreign merchandise bigh- 
erthan seven and a half per cent. How would he have 
been astonished, if any one had predicted that in less than 
forty vears, $14, $00, 000, out of arevenue of $25, 000- 
000, would be raised by duties upon little more than one 
nioth part of the productive industry and commercial ex- 
changes of the Union! 


[ am sure, Mr. Chairman, if gentlemen did not permit 
themselves to be carried away by a mere distinction in 
names, this unequal distribution of the taxes would strike 


nue of the United States were raised by an excise, and in- 
stead of levying an impost on the merchandise imported, 
an excise duty to the same extent were levied upon our 
cotton when sold to the merchant, and before it reaches 
the custom house, the palpable injustice, the outrageous 
inequality of the system, would be apparent to every one. 
It could not then be disguised, that the Government was 
exacting an excise duty of forty per cent from the cotton 
planters, while upon the productions of other parts of the 
Union, standing upon precisely the same footing, and 
amounting to nine times the value of all the cotton made 
for exportation, it exacted no duty atall. Now asl have 
heretofure shown, that an impost duty is precisely equiva- 
lent to an export duty upon the same commercial exchange, 
it follows from the same course of reasoning, that an ex- 
cise duty paid upon cotton when & leaves the storehouse 
of the planter, is precisely equivalent to an export duty 
paid at the custom house. Both are equally taxes upon 
the productions of the planter, and operate precisely alike 
in their bearings, whether, we regard them as throwing the 
burthen of the tax upon the producer or the consumer. 
And I have no hesitation in saying, that I would regarda 
law imposing an excise duty of forty per cent. upon all 
the cotton sold by the planters in the United States, and 
providing at the same fime that foreign merchandise re- 
ceived in exchange for it, might be imported free of duty, 
as making not the slightest change in the burthens under 
which we now labor. How then, let me ask—and I beg 
gentlemen to answer me the question, if with clear con- 
sciences they can—how would a law strike them which 
provided, in terms, that an excise duty of forty per cent. 
should be levied upon all the productions of Southern 
States, whereas of the immense amount of the productions 
of Northern, Middle, and Western States, only twenty 
millions should be subject te a similar excise, and the re- 
maining $280,000,000, expressly exempted from any im- 
position at all! Would such a law bear inspection? 
Would not such an invidious unjust distinction shock the 
moral sense of every man in the community? And yet, 
Sir, the law I have supposed, would do nothing more than 
express, in words, what actually exists at this moment in 
the revenue laws of this Government, wrapped up and dis- 
guised in the indirectness of their operation, and the 
generality of the terms in which they are expressed. 


I have been recently looking into a British production 
of high reputation, which speaks in strong terms of the 
intolerable weight of British taxation. As a conclusive 
argument in favor of a reduction of the taxes, the writer 
asserts that they amounted, including the corn laws and 
poor rates, to a tax of 334 per cent. upon the income of 
every individual in the kingdom. ‘This be regarded as be- 
ing so very oppressive, that no people could possibly en- 
dure it. Now, Sir, every cotton planter in the United 
States pays a tax of at least 334 per cent. upon his in- 
come, to sustain the Federal Government, in addition to 
his contribution to the revenue of the State in which he 
resides. Indeed, as almost the whole of his income Is 
derived from the exchanges of foreign commerce, the tax 
he pays upon the annual amount of that income cannot 
be estimated at much less than the rate of the duty which 
is indirectly laid upon the productions of bis industry. 
And thus it is, that while we are vainly and ignorantly 
boasting of our freedom from taxation, the people 





of a portion of tbe Union are subject to a more op- 








them more forcibly than it now does. If the whole reve- | 
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pressive burthen than the most heavily taxed people on 
the face ot the earth. 

Thus far, Mr. Chairman, I have confined myself to the 
consideration of the mere fiscal operations of the Fede- 
ral Government, and have attempted to show the unequal 
action of your revenue system upon different parts of the 
Union, without reference to the protection afforded by the 
impost duties, to certain branches of domestic industry. It 
now becomes mv duty to trace the operation of what has 
been very inappropriately denominated the protecting sys- 
tem, and to ascertain, if possible, how far it contributes 
to increase the inequality of the burthens imposed by the 
lederal Government upon the people of the staple grow- 
ing States. 

And, Sir, let it be remembered that a revenue system— 
grossly and palpably unequal in itself, a system which 
under the most taverable modification, would levy the en- 
|tire amount of the Federal taxes from one fifth part of the 
productions of the Union, while the other four fifths are 
| entirely exempted from all manner of imposition—let it 
j be remembered, I say, that this is the substratum upon 
| Which has been reared up this monstrous and inigitous 
superstructure—the protecting system. It did not satisfy 
the manufacturers and their confederates, that the whole 
expense of supporting the Federal Gz0vernment should be 
sustained by these branches of domestic industry which 
make up the foreign commerce of ‘he country—it did not 
satisfy them, that they themselves were not only exempt- 
ed from all impositions by the government, but actually 
received an indirect bounty from the imposts laid upon 
other branches of industry, for the purposes of revenue. 
No, sir, all this did not satisfy them; but they are now 
making a sure and steady, and for any thing that can be 
done here, an irresistible progress in the system of legisla- 
tive warfare, by which will be ultimately swept from the 
face of the ocean, alarge and valuable branch of foreign 
commerce, exclusively belonging to the staple growing 
States, and which now actually ceptributes two thirds 
uf the revenue of this Government. And this, Sir, is 
what they are pleased to denominate a system of pro- 
tection. 

This system, which has been gradually built up, as far 
as it has gone, by successive acts of Congress, upon the 








rujns of southern commerce, has now become, in the es- 
imation of some gentlemen, an object of idolatry too sa- 
cred to be touched withoat profanity. When, at an early 
period of the session, [ had the honor to introduce a bill to 
modify the existing tariff, by a very moderate reduction 
of the duties, a very extraordinary excitement was mani- 
fested. A gentleman from Pennsylvania rose in his 
place, and, as if some great indignity had been offered 
against the majesiy of the protecting system, approaching 
to the guilt of treason, the measure was unceremoniously 
condemned, and strangled at the very threshold, without 
the common forms of parliamentary proceeding. The 
gentleman to whom I allude, (Mr. Ramsay) as an excuse 
fora course so unusual and uncourteous, stated that he 
bad no idea o: having the repeal of the tariff of 1828 
discussed unti we had ascertained, by experience, wheth- 
er it was realy as injurious as it had been represented. 
Mr. Chairman, I should be very unwilling to permit an 
ignorant physician, wholly unacquainted with my consti- 
tution and habits, to indulge in experimental quackery, at 
the imminent hazard and almost certain sacrifice of my 
life. For the same reason, [I cannot consent that the vita! 
interests of my constituents should be put to hazard upon 
the result of an experiment in political quackery, which 
can only end in the ruin of those interests. The gentle- 
man says give it a trial; not reflecting that when the re- 
sult is ascertained, the patient may be dead. What has 
taken place forcibly reminds me, Sir,of the mode of trial 
adopted in times not quite so enlightened as the present, 
for ascertaining the guilt or innocence of certain venera- 
ble old women, charged with the dreadful crime of witch- 
craft. In the dark ages of jurisprudence, these predestined 
victims were subjected to a species of trial denominated, 
[ believe, the water ordeal. The mode of trial was very 
simple, and, as it was no doubt supposed, perfectly fair and 
equitable. A large stone was tied around the neck of the 
person accused, and she was cast into deep water, under 
the very natural belief, that if she was really guilty of 
dealing with the devil, he would not permit her to sink. 
W hile, therefore, humanity cried out for the rescue of the 
struggling and sinking victim, the stern justice of the times 
replied, “let her alone, let her alone! if she be really a 
witch she certainly will not sink.” I need hardly state to 
this enlightened audience, the final issue of the trial. The 
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innocence of the accused was most conclusively establish- 
ed, but unfortunately for the poor old woman, it was not 
ascertained antil after she was consigned to a watery 
rave, and placed bevond the hope of resuscitation. And 
such, Sir, will be the inevitable fate of that branch of our 
foreign commerce, which is the rightful and almost exclu- 
sive property of the planting States. I have no idea of 
indulging gentlemen in these witcheraft ordeals, with the 
rights and interests of the whole Southern and Southwes- 
tern portions of this Union. 
I am not unaware, sir,of the prevalence of an idea, that 
he Government stands pledged to maintain the system of 
gh and prohibitory duties, from the mere circumstance of 
having once enacted it. Nothing can be more utterly fal- 
lacious, than the idea that the faith of the Government ts 
‘oncerned in the maintenance of an unjust and oppressive 
sysiem, simply beeause it has been adopted. It assumes 
that the Government is some ideal being at Washington, 
who has persuaded the manufacturers and others concerned 
to invest thei capital in certain) pursulls, by giving them 
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ing demonstrated the grossly unequal and oppressive opera- 


their lawful industry, I will now proceed to the considera- 
tion of the principal ground upon which the advocates of 





tice and expediency. It is almost universally conceded 


off the restrictions they have imposed upon commerce, it 
would be wise in the United States to pursue the same pol- 


tinue to impose restrictions upon the free importation of 
our productions, it is expedient and necessary, that we 
should countervail their regulations by imposing similar 
restrictions upon their productions. Now, sir, of I am not 
greatly deceived in the view I have taken of the matter, 
this is the capital error which lies at the toundation of the 
whole protecting system. And nothing will, perhaps, tend 
more clearly to expose the true genios and character of 





the assurance that the high duties would be matutained.-- 
Now, sir, what is the Government by which this pledg: has | 
been given to the manufacturers’? Is it not composed ot 
the Representatives of these very manufacturers, and of the 


interests associated with them, making together that inter-| their restrictions. 
ested and despotic majority, by which the most undoubted | character, either as to their design or tendency. As a mere 


rights and interests of the minority have been sacrificed! 
Aad, sir,is it to be endured, that these men should gravely 
get up and urge their own acts of injustice and oppression, 
as creating a pledge to maintain and extend their encroach- 
ments upon the mghis of the minority! Sir, | protest 
against a doctrine which thus sanctifies and consecrates to- 
day, what was admitted to be injustice and oppression yes- 
terday. 

What, then, let us briefly mquire, is the tendency, and 
what has been the effects, of the high duties imposed for 
the purpose of protecting manufactures and other domestic 
productions’ It is too plain to admit of argument—indeed 
it has been candidly admitted by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, in former discussions, that domestic 
productions can only be protected by prohibiting the for- 
eign articles that would come in competition with them.— 
ile openly avowed that he aimed at prohibition, and 1 
would have been folly to have aimed at less, if he really 
meant to give protection. No duty can give any protec- 
tion to any domestic fabric, which does not exclude a sin- 
ilar foreign fabric; and in the very nature of things, the 
amount of protection cannot exceed the amount of proli- 
bition, though it may, and generally does fall short of it. 
You cannot create a demand, for example, for any domestic 
manufacture, by legislation, otherwise than by excluding a 


similar foreign manufacture; and as your legislation 1s cal- 


culated to enhance the price of the article, you certain] 
cannot create by it a demand for a greater amount of th: 
domestic fabrie than you exclude of the foreign. It may 


be confidently assumed, therefore, that whatever may be 
the amount of iron and salt, and manufactures of cotton, 
wool, iron, and hemp, which have been brought itty caict- 
ence in the United States, by the evstem of high protecting 
duties, at least an equal amount of foreign rival produc- 


tions, has been excluded by those duties. It will not be 


deemed an extravagant estimate to suppose that the protect- 
ing system has caused to be produced annually, articles of 
these various kinds, to the ameunt of twelve millions of 


dollars, which would not have veen produced but for the 
protection given them. It follows, then, as a corollary 
that at least an equal amount of these articles of foreign 


production, must have been excluded. But these are the very 
articles which we receive from Great Britain, France, and 


Holland, in exchange for our agricultural staples. By ex 
cluding twelve millions of such articies, therefore, we ne 
cessarily diminish the foreign demand tor our staples, ani 
principally cotton, to that amount. 


which is imposed by our refusal to take manufactures i 
exchange for it. If, therefore, we were permitted to impor 
the twelve millions of dollars worth of manufactures tha 
have been excluded by our commercial restrictions, or ra 


ther, if they had never been excluded by those restrictions, 
it cannot be reasonably doubted tha: we should now have a 
demand in Europe for four hundred thousand bales of cot- 
Even, therefore, if we 
grant, what is not the fact, that the whole of the domestic 
demand for cotton, has been produced by the prohibitory ef- 
fect of our tariff, it will follow that we have gained a mar- 
ket for one hundred and fifty thousand bales, by sacrificing 
From this estimate it will 
be seen that the prohibition of foreign imports have result- 
ed in curtailing the entire demand for cottou in the mar- 


ton beyond the existing demand. 


one for four hundred thousand. 


kets of the whole world, including our own, two hundre 
and fifty thousand bales. 
burthen he bears, in paying the duties upon the imports h 


is still permitted to bring into the country, the planter sus- 


tains an annual Joss of seven million five hundred thousan 


dollars, being the value of the cotton for which he has lost 


a market, in consequence of the unjust restrictions impose 
upon his lawful commerce by the suicidal policy of his ow 
government. 


~ J think, Mr. Chairman, I have by this time satisfied the 
gommittee, that I have not exaggerated the burthens of the 


Southern planters in stating that a duty of forty per cen 


upon the amount of their exports, may be taken as the mea- 
I have not the slightest doubt that 
{ have greatly under-estimated those burthens, looking to 
the operation of your impost duties in the double aspect of 
asystem of reveanc, aud a system of protection. Having 


sure of these burthens. 





There is scarcely any 
limit to the consumptiou of our cotton in Europe, but that 


In addition, then, to the annnal 


that system, than a brief examination and exposure of this 
error. I waive for the present, as belonging to another 
branch of inquiry, the policy of countervailing regulations, 
calculated and designed to induce other nations to abandon 
No one pretends that ours are of that 


iquestion of political economy, then, I maintain that the 
restricuions which foreign nations impose upon the import- 
ation of any production of ours, in pursuing their establish- 
ted policy, furnishes not the slightest ground, upon the score 
of interest or expediency, for Imposing similar restrictions 
upon any of the productions of those foreign nations. I 
wil! illustrate my view by considering the operation of the 
British corn laws, upon the commerce of the United States. 
Let it then, be granted, that Great Britain has absolutely 
prohibited the importation of foreign groin. Noone pre- 
tends that she has not an undoubted right, under the law of 
nations, to do so. We have no just cause to complain of 
it. Indeed her polices in this respect, is not only imitated 
but applauded by the advocates of the restrictive system 
here. Then, sir, the exclusion of our orain from Great 
Britain, is simply a fact to be considered by this govern- 
ment, without any regard to the causes that have produced 
it. It is precisely the same thing to the grain growers of 
this country, as if the increased fertility of Great Britain, 
resulting froma newly discovered manure, had enabled the 
farmers of that country to produce grain as cheaply as if 
can be produced in Kentucky or Ohio. There could be no 
more effectual exclusion of our grain than would result 
from this. And yet | can hardly suppose there is a man in 
the world, who would be so absurd as to contend, that these 
agricultural improvements in Great Britain would furnish 
any colorable ground for excluding her manufactures; or, 
in other words, for prohibiting the free exchanve of those 
of our productions, which she micht still require, for such 
of her own as she covld most advantageously give us for 
them. Now, it seemsimpossible for human ingenuity to 
draw any oubctaritial discrimination between the case | 
have supposed, and that of the British corn laws. In both 
instances, we lose a market for our grain; in the one from 
>} natural, and in the other from artificial causes: and the ques- 
tion which arises upon this state of facts, is simply this: 
would it be wise in us to deprive ourselves of our remain- 
ing cotnine;rce with Great Britain, because circumstances < 
>| beyond our control, have deprived us of a portion of it? 
,| The value of what remains, and the importance of presery- 
:| ing it, are certainly not diminished by what we have una- 
voidably lost. On the contrary, the inducements to pre- 
serve and extend it are rather increased than diminished: 
-|and if a common interest pervaded the whole Union, a 
-| doubt would not be entertained on the subjec t. To exem- 
1} plify this, sir, I will suppose the whole United States to 
be the property of a single individual. Would the owner 
1} refusing to carry on a free and unrestricted trade in cot- 
t| ton, tobacco, and rice, because his customer either would 
t} not purchase, or could not purease, his grain also? Such 
-| absolute fatuity cannot be ascribed to any individual, hav- 
ing the commen use of his faculties. And yet, sir, such 
governinent is now actually exhibiting the very infatuation 


rant and stupid. 
To be continued. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, May 12, 1830. 


Speech of Mr. Scorr, of Pennsylvania. 


d 


e} amendment: 


same duty, that is charged on iron in pigs: 


was on the table, made the following remarks: 


t. Mr. Chairman, I am well aware that I have to labor 
under considerable disadvantage in offering an amend- 
ment to tbe bill now before the Committee, at so late an 
hour in the day, and at atime when the members have 
become impatient attending to the very protracted debate, 











now, sir, made out the case of the Southern planters—hav-| owe'to my country, and to my immediate constituents, ;, 
use my humble endeavors to have this bill amended in 

tion of your whole tariff system, upon the productions of such a manner as to prevent, in future, what has beep an 
almost entire evasion of those parts of your revenue lay, 
which lay a ‘duty on the various kinds of imported iro, 
this system have attempted to rest it, as a measure of jus- Although the honorable Committee on Manufactures hen 
net taken this subject into consideration, a circumstar», 

by all the supporters of the protecting policy, from Alex. | which may induce many gentlemen to believe that j; 7 
ander Hamilton down, that if all other nations would throw | unworthy of attention, vet, if | can be so fortunate as ;, 
gain the attention of the committee but for a few mip. 
utes (and I pledge myself to be as concise as the naty» 
‘cv. But it is contended. that as long as other nations con-| of the case will admit) IT hope to be ableto show satisfa.. 
torily, that the amendment which [ have proposed 
necessary 28 any provision which is at present incorpo. 
rated in 
amendment on the ground that there can be no cause of 
complaint; that if there was, we would have had petition 


dress. 


of this vast estate be guilty of the consummate folly of 


is the wisdom that governs the affairs of nations, that this 


which cannot be imputed to any individual, however igno- 


A bill for the more effectual collection of the Impost 
Duties, being under consideration in Committee of the 
Whole—Mr. Scort, of Pennsylvania, offered the following 


Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, §&c. That from and after 
dj the 30th day of September next, all iron manufactured 
for rail roads, shall be liable to the same rates of duty 
d| which are now imposed en bar or bolt iron of similar man- 
nj} ufacture; and that all scrap iron shall be liable to pay the 


And after calling for the reading of a memorial which 
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is as 


the bill. Some gentlemen may object to thy 


laid before us, complaining of the evil and asking for pa 
In answer to this objection, I will inform the cop. 
mittee, that notwithstanding, the people did net petitic, 
Congress on this subject in the early part of the sessip. 
yet it is well known to many honorable gentlemen presor 
as well as to myself, that there have been numerous coy. 
munications from respectable individuals, giving «. 
isfactory information of the common practice at the ya. 
rious custom houses, being such a direct and entire ey: 
sion of the law, in the admission of foreign iron, that 
fact is no longer susceptible of a doubt. 


Sir, Being a young member of this body, and ung. 
quainted’ both with the various revenue laws and the cy. 
struction which had been given them by the Treas, 
Department, it was not until after the report of the Cog. 
mittee on Manufactures was laid on our desks, that | |p. 
came possessed of such information as would have om 
bled me to lay the subject before them in a proper may. 
ner. But, Sir, exclusive of the memorial which I had: 
hovorto present yesterday, and which has just been reg, 
[ have been informed by the best authority, that nume 
ous petitions and memorials have been presented to: 
Executive and Treasury Department, complaining of \ 
evasion of the duty on iron; and praying either for sou 
regulation in the Tieasury Department, or the passage, 
a law which will remedy the existing evil. The rea 

why the people have petitioned the Executive Deja 
ments, and not Congress, on this subject, appears (at |e 
to me) very evident, on an examination of the reven: 
laws, because there is no part of any of them, which 

my humble opinion, will justify the construction which bi 
been placed on them by the Treasury Department. § 
when I was informed, that iron, called rail road iron, w: 
imported on more favorable terms than common bar ir 
I was impressed witb the belief, that there was some| 
gislative provision in favor of rail road companies, und 
cover of which all perforated iron was now import 
But, Sir, there is no such provision in the letter of the la 
and I think I will be able to show that none « 
ever intended. The act of 1816 directs that a duty 
$1 50 per cwt. shall be paid on all bar or bolt iron ma 
ufactured by rolling, which is $80 per ton, and hammer 
iron 45 cents percwt.; the duty on the latter being raise 
by the acts of 1315, 1824, and 1828, to 1 cent per Ib 
$22 50 per ton; the duty on the former remaining | 
same until 1828, when it was raised to $37 per ton. T) 
law of 1516 which imposed $30 per ton on rolled, b: 
and bolt, iron, f find by an examination of the journals 
that year, was a favorite measure of the South—tbeb 
being reported by the Honorable Mr. Lowndes, of Sou 
Carolina, and voted for by all the members of that Stal 
except two, and I have the pleasure to see several ho 
orable gentlenen of the South, sitting around me at ti 
time, who werejthen the advocates of that bill.* And Ihe 
that, although they are at present opposed to the generall 
riff system, they will not oppose the amendment pow t 
fore the chair— without which, even the law of 18164 
be virtually repealed; for by the construction whicht 
been given to that part of the law of 1824, which hast 
been repealed by the act of 1828, every kind of in 
which is .made in Europe, may be imported under 
character of manufactures of rail road iron, &c. The 5 
paragraph of the first section of that law is in the follo 
ing words, viz: “Fifth, On Japanned wares of all kiv’ 
and on all manufactures not otherwise specified, made 
brass, iron, steel, pewter, lead or tin, or of whicb either 
those metals is a component mattrial, a duty of twenl 
five per centum ad valorem.” Now, it isto me very et 

ordinary, that under this clause, which mest evident 
never was intended to reach any other article of theironk 

















































































*The following is an extract of aletter from Thomas Jeffers», 
knowledging the receipt of the address from the American Soc 
for the encouragement of manufactures, in 1817: 

“J have read with great satisfaction, the elequent pamphlet! 
were so kind as to send me, and sympathise with every line of |! 
was once a doubler whether the labor of the cultivator, aided 
creative powers of the earth itself, would not produce more! 
that of the manufacturer alone, and unassisted by the dead sub 
on which be acted: in other words, whether the more we 
bring into action of the energies of our boundless territory, | * 
tion to the labour of our citizens, the more would not be our & 
But the invention of the latter times, by labour saving mach" 
do as much now for the manufacturer, as the earth for the cv!" 
tor. Experience, toe, has proved that mine was but half the 4 
tion; the other half is, whether dollars and cents are to be We’ 
in the scale against real independence. The question is theo *” 
at least so far as respects our own wants. J much fear the elec! 
our infant establishments, ef the policy avowed by Mr. Brovg 
and quoted in the pampblet. Iodividual British merchants 4) 
by the late immense importations, but British commerce a0¢ 
ufactures, in the mass, will gain by beating down the coup?” 








































which it bas already audergone, But I feel it a duty J 


of ours ia eur ewn markets,” Kc, 
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tsmall cutlery such as scissors, pen knives, razors, 
bat a decision should have been made under cover 


of which, rail road iron, and every kind of 


beets, which have one or (wo holes perforated in them, 
may be imported as manufactures of iron, 
to ihe use they may after ards be apphed to. Such, how- 
ever, iS Yet it is well known that both the Con- 
ress of 1824, 
and deser:be every large article ef cutlery or of heavy 
manufactures of iron. There is likewise positive testimo- 
py that it was not the intention of the legislature ef 1828 


to 


; th 


= 


b 


gres 


» 


v 


uf 


any person can get as much foreign iron as they wish, in 
ony of our sea-ports, with a hole or two punched in each 
bar, which has been inported under the character of rail 
road iron, not one single bar of which was intended ever to 
he lara on one. 
this kind have lately been landed at Cincinnati. 
different reports of the ‘Treasury Department, give ample 
evidence to every man who will examine them, that a great 
portion of the iron imported during the last year, passed 


and 1828, was careful 


exonerate any kind of rail road iron, from 


e 


en immediately on my right, that the I 
arney, of Maryland, made an ineflectual at 


I am informed that upward 


the custom house under the evasion. 


s! 


If 


duty of $12 50 per ton. 


b 


edied by the other provision of the bill. 
the committee, that [ have it from the best and highest au- 
thority; that ifthe decision was yet to be made on the law 
in relation to iron, it would be verv different. 
never has been customary in the Treasury Department, to 
change a decision which was on record, even when made 
by a former officer—particularly a decision of so much im- 
portance; because the natural consequence would be an 
appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States; and it 
was therefore the opinion of the Head of that Department, 
that it was a proper subject for the action of Congress. 


The importation of a kind of iron denominated seraps, 
has been carried on to a very considerable extent; and if 
my information Is correct, common bar iron in some in- 
stances, has been cut into short pieces, so as to answer for 
rolling into nail iron orto make horse shoes, or any other 

(This operation is easily performed at the 
This kind of iron, thus denominated, is not 
included or enumerated in any of our revenue laws; and 
seldom pays any duty—and never more than 15 per cent. 
on the original invoice, although the most inferior of them 
ie afar superior article to iron in pigs, which by law pays a 
Besides this, the frauds which 
have been practised in making the original mvoices for 
manufactures of iron, which pay ad valorem duties, have 
heen so extensive, that the duties bave, in many instances, 


nall articles. 
on works.) 


eenmerely nominal. These evils I hope 


I know it is always expected that a matter of so much 
unportance should originate with the proper committee; 
Ihave already given the reasons why I did not bring this 


subject into the view of that committee. 


sulted with a majority of its members, and I apprehend they 
are perfectly satisfied that something ought to be done in 
I have even changed the phraseology of the 
amendment (in part contrary to my own views) for the pur- 
pose of harmonizing with the feelings of that committee; 
and I have now offered it with the full knowledge, and | 
believe concurrence in opinien of the honorable chairman. 

And, sir, I think it will be most conclusively evident, 
‘eo every member present, on a careful examination, that 
the object of the proposed amendment to the bill, is not to 
iwerease the duties at present existing upon iron agreeably 
to the spirit and intention of the law, but simply to make a 
regulation for a due execution of the laws now in force, and 
wo prevent frauds on the revenue. 
better to have the existing laws altogether repealed, than 
to have them violated to the extent which they have been 
Because, even bad and inefficient 
laws, wisely construed and well executed, are better and 
safer for society than good ones tortured 
sonstruction and execution. 
ind only object is to have such provisions made, as wil! 
insure the faithful execution of the revenue laws as they 
*xist, and to prevent speculators and dishonest men from 
taking an advantage of the honest and industrious part of 


the case. 


during the past vear. 


eur citizens. 


_ (Mr. Matiary acquiesced in the amendment—believed 
it to be necessary, and in a brief manner advocated its 


adoption. 


The amendment was adopted, 79 to 67. 


Mr. Howarp then moved an amendment to the bill in 
shape of a proviso, that when iron is imported for rail roads, 
and shall be proved to have been so ased, a'drawback shall 


without regard 


duty hich was inposed oo Common bar iron, because 
geveral honorable gentlemen now present, who were mem- 
bers of this House at the ime, have informed me tbat there 
was no such intention—aud | am informed by a gentle- 


s, at the time of the passage o/ the bill, to have a pro- 
jsi0D inserted in favor of rail roads. This, Sir, proves be- 
yond the possibility of «a doubt, that an erroneous con- 
straction, has been given to the law, the operation of 
which, is to cutdown he duties on bar and bolt tron, man- 
actured in Whole or in part by rolling—from $37 per 
ton. to about $7, to the peculiar advantage of a few for- 
eign manufacturers and speculators in your sea ports— 
while it has a tendency to ruio the manufacturers of our 
own country, besides defrauding the Government of the 
revenue. Sir, | am informed by good authority, thata British 
gent traversed Our country during the last summer, with a 
yew to tind out the best iron markets, for the purpose of 
ynporung under the evasion ot the law: and that at this day, 


I will now inform 


bars. bolts or 


to enumerate 


any portion of 


lonorable Mr. 
tempt in Con- 


s of DU tons of 
Sir. the 


have been rem- 


But that it 


But I have con- 


And it would be much 


in their 
Then, sir, my whole 


be allowed, provided the duty thrown off shall not be less 
than 25 per cent. ad valorem, nor im quantity less than 20 
tons. 


Mr. Crawroxrpd opposed the proposition. Messrs. How- 


arp and BrcwaNaN advocated it.] 


Mr. Scorr then made the following additional remarks: | ‘ 
[ hope the committee will pardon my iotrusion on their 
patience, for I feel myself bound to offer some reasons why 
| cannot agree tothe proviso offered by my honorable friend 
from Maryland (Mr. Howard.) ‘This duty is rendered dou- 
bly unpleasant, as [ have te come in collision both with 
him and my much esteemed colleague (Mr. Buchanan) who 
as | had anticipated, disagrees with me on this question.-- 
But, sir, a conscientious discharge of my duty, the unfeigned 
desire I have to advance what I believe to be a great na- 
tional interest, obliges me to oppose the proviso ofiered as 
an amendment to this bill; for at present I believe it to be 
fraught with dangerous consequences. Sir, if 1 was gov- 
erned by motives of private interest (and | apprehend il 
has its influence on all, in a greater or less degree) I have 
as much in furthering the prosperity and rapid construction 
of rail roads, as any gentleman within these walls. The 
Portage rail road, which is to connect the easteru and west- 
ern divisions of the Pennsylvania Canal is to be located in 
my own section of country; and I have observed that a law 
has been passed, during the last session of the Pennsy!va- 
nia Legislature, incorporating a company to make a rail- 
road which is to terminate at the village of my residence. 
Sir, it is known (at least to my honorable colleague) that I 
am a friend to internal iuaprovement, and that some years 
since I had to raise my voice and exert iny feeble abilities 
in favor of that system, in opposition to the well cencerted 








endeavors, and the poweriul eloquence of some of the ablest 
tien in my native state—and if the system is kept within 
proper bounds, | atm as sincere a friend to it at the present | 
dav, as I was then. 





But much as | am interested in the prosecution of inter- 
nal improvement, the anxiety | have tor the independence 
and welfare of iny country in general, would make me much 
prefer that the making of some of our rail roads should he 
procrastinated iur years yet to come, rather than that a sin- 
yle perch of them should be contaminated with a bar of 
British iron, an article which, if I am not much mistaken, 
will eventually be found to be much dearer than tron which 
could be procured in our own country, even at a higher 
nominal price. Sir, | have examined the iron on the Baltimore 
rail-road,and,if | am not mistaken, it isentirely made by what 
is termed the puddling process, and contains perliaps from 
twenty to thirty per cent. extraneous matter. 


But I have other objections. I deprecate the idea of 
corporations having any advantage in trade, given to them 
over the individual citizens of our common country. Sir, 
corporations at best, are bodies without souls. ‘They are 
not bound by any stronger ties of moral obligation than tn- 
dividuals, and have much greater opportunies of evading 
legal penalties, and [| am in principle opposed to making 
them the special favorites of legislation. And I fear that 
rail road companies will find out methods to evade the 
guarded provision of the amendment of the gentleman, and 
all the other provisions of the law, and that too with impu- 
nity; if a provision is made in favor of rail roads it 
ought to be extended to canals. They are likewise con- 
structed for the public benefit, and use large quantities of 
iron. But, sir, my opinion most unfeignedly is, that if go- 
vernment has a disposition to aid either rail road or cana! 
companies, or a state that may engage in any such improve- 
ment, it ought either to subscribe stock, or make a di- 
rect appropriation, so as to enable everv citizen in your 
country to be in possession of full information of the amount 
of the assistance which the government has given in any 
case whatever. The temptation would not then be held 
out for the commission of frauds on the revenue. ‘Then, 
sir, | hope these gentlemen who are in favor of the faithful 
execution of our laws, will vote against the proviso now 
under consideration. I know it is the prevalent opinion 
with many, that the 1ron works in our country are not capa- 
ble of making a sufficient quantity of iron for our own 
supply. The general information on this subject [ appre- 
hend is very erroneous. ‘The best information which I have 
been able to obtain shows, that in 1828, it was calculat- 
ed that the amount of bar tron made in the United States, 
the previous year, was thirty-three thousand tons; and I have 
now in mv possession the most satisfactory proof that up- 
wards of nineteen thousand tons of iron in pigs was made 
in the 12th congressional district of Pennsylvania during 
the last year, which, when manufactured in bar iron, would 
he at least half the amount supposed to be made in the U. 
States two years ago. From satisfactory information there 
are upwards of twenty thousand tons made in oiher parts 
of that state. I have also obtained a list of iron works in 
the States north and east of Pernsylvania, including New 
Jersey, which manufacture upwards of thirty thousand 
Htons annually. There are likewise a number of works in 
the States of Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, ‘Tennes- 
see, and I believe some in North Carolina; so that it is very 


nopolize that business in our country. 


evident that our country 1s susceptible of furnishing 
an ample supply of that article for any improvement we may 
want; and there is no danger at present, but that the home 
competition will properly regulate the price, it being out 
of the power of avy small number of men in future to mo- 


POLITICAL. 


MAYSVILLE ROAD BILL. 
Hovse or Representatives, May 27, 1830. 
The following Message was received from the President 
f the United States, returning to the House of Represen- 





tatives the enrolled bill entitled “An act authorizing a sub- 
scription of stock in the Maysville, Washington, Paris, and 


Lexington ‘Turnpike Road Coinpany,” with his objections 


thereto. 


To the House of Representatives: 
GENTLEMEN: I have maturely considered the bill propos. 


ing to authorize “a subsectiption of stock in the Maysville. 


Washington, Paris, and Lexington Turnpike Road Coinpa- 


nv. and now return the same totne House of Lepresenta- 


lives, in which it originated, with my objections to its pas- 
sage. 


Sincerely friendly to the improvement of our country by 
meatis of roads and Cahais, I reveret that any difference of 
to it should exist be. 
tween us; and if, in stating this difference, I go beyond 


opinion ih the mode of coutributi S 


what the occasion may be deemed to eall for, I hope to find 
an apology in the great importance of the subject, an un- 
high source from which this branch 
of it has emanated, and an anxious wish to be correctly un- 


f« igre d ré Spe ct for tn 


derstood by my constituents in the discharge of all my du- 
ties. Diversity of sentiment among public functionaries, 
actuated by the same gcneral motives, on the character and 
tendency of particular measures, is an Incident common to 
all Goveruments, and the more te be expected in cue which, 
like ours, Owes its existence to the freedom of opinion, and 
Controlled, as we 


4 


must be upheld by the sume influence. 
thus are, by a higher tribunal, betore which our respective 


acts will be canvassed with the indul a nce due tothe im- 


perfections of our nature, and with that intelligence and 
unbiassed judgment which are the true currectives of « rror, 
al] that our responsibility demands is, that the public good 
should be the measure of our views, diciating alike, their 
frank expression and honest maintenance. 

In the message which was presented to Congress at the 
opening ofits present session, I endeavored to exhibit brief. 
ly iny views upon the important and highly interesting sub- 
ject, to which our attention is now to be directed. I was 
desirous of presenting to the Representatives of the several 
States in Congress assembled, the inquiry, whether some 
mode could not be devised which would reconcile the di- 
versity of opinion concerning the powers of this Govern- 
ment over the subject of internal improvement, and the 
inanner in which these powers, if conterred by the Consti- 
tution, ought to be exercised. The act which I am called 
upon to consider, has, therefore, been passed with a know|- 
edge of my views on this question, as these are expressed 
in the message referred to. In that document the follow- 
ing suggestion will be found. 

“After the extinction of the public debt, it is not proba- 
ble that any adjustinent of the tariff, upon principles satis- 
factory to the people of the Union, will, until a remete pe- 
riod, if ever, leave the Government without a considerable 
surplus in the treasury, beyond what may be required for 
its current service. As then the period approaches when 
the application of the revenue to the payment of debt will 
cease, the disposition of the surplus will present a subject 
for the serious deliberation of Congress; and it may be for- 
tunate for the country that it is yet to be decided. Con- 
sidered in connexion with the difficulties which have here- 
tofore attended appropriations for purposes of internal im- 
provement, and with those which this experience tells us 
will certainly arise, whenever power over such subjects may 
be exercised by the General Government; it is hoped that 
it may lead to tlfe adoption of some plan which will recon- 
cile the diversified interests of the States, and strengthen 
the bonds which unite them. Every member of the Union, 
in peace and in war, will be benefitted by the improvement 
of inland navigation and the construction of highways in 
the several States. Let us then endeavor to attain this 
benefit in a mode which will be satisfactory to all. That 
hitherto adopted has been deprecated as an infraction of 
the Constitution by many of our fellow citizens, while by 
others it has been viewed as inexpedient. All] feel that it 
has been employed at the expense of harmony in the legis- 
lative councils;” and adverting to the Constitutional power 
of Congress to make what [ consider a proper disposition of 
the surplus revenue, I subjoined the following remarks: “To 
avoid these evils, it appears to me that the most safe, just 
and federal disposition whicli could be made of the surplus 
revenue, would be its apportionment among the several 
States according to their ratio of representation, and should 
this measure not be found warranted by the Constitution, 
that it would be expedient to propose te the States an amend- 
iment authorizing it.” 

The constitutional power of the Federal Government to 
construct or promote works of internal improvement, pre- 
sents itself in two points of view; the first, as bearing upon 
the sovereignty of the States within whose limits their exe- 
cution 13 contemplated, if jurisdiction of the territory which 
they may occupy, be claimed as necessary to their preser- 
vation and use: the second, as asserting the simple right to 
appropriate money from the national treasury in aid of such 
works when undertaken by State authority, surrendering 
the claim of jurisdiction. In the first view, the question of 
power is an open one, and can be decided without the em- 
barrassment attending the other, arising from the practice 
,| of the Government. 





The amendment proposed by Mr. H. was adopted 


per ceut. ad ealorem. 





fixing the duty on rail read iron, when ased as such, at 25, 


Although frequently and strenuously attempted, the pow- 
Ler, to this extent, has never been exercised by the Govern- 
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ment ina single instance. It does not, in my opinion, pos- 
sess it; and no bill, therefore, which admits it, can receive 
my official sanction. 

But, in the other view of the power, the question is dif- 





ferently situated. The ground taken at an carly period of 
ihe Government, was, “that whenever money has been rats- 
ed by the general authority, and is to be applied to a partic- 
ular measure, a question arises, whether the particular mea- 
sure be within the enumerated authorities vested in Con- 
If it be, the money requisite for it may be apphed 
lo it; if net, no such application can be made.” The doc- 
ument in which this principle was first advanced ts of de- 
servedly high authority, and should be held in grateful re- 
membrance for its immediate agency in resculng the coun- 
try from much existing abuse, and for its conservative effect 
pon some of the most valuable principles of the Constitu- 
‘ion. ‘The symmetry and purity of the Goverment would, 
doubtless, have been better preserved, if this restriction of 
ithe power of appropriation could have been maintained 
without weakening its ability to fulfil the general objects 
of its institution: an effect so likely to attend its admission, 
votwithstanding its apparent fitness, that every subsequent 
:dministration of the Government, embracing a period of 
thirty out of the forty-two years of its existence, has adopt- 
ed a more enlarged construction of the power. It is not 
iy purpose to detain you by a minute recital of the acts 
which sustain this assertion, but it is proper that [ should 
notice some of the most prominent, in order that the reflec- 
‘(ions which they suggest to my mind, may be better under- 
stood. 

In the administration of Mr. Jefierson we have two exam- 
ples of the exercise of the right of appropriation, which, in 
the consideration that led to their adoption and in their ef- 
fects upon the public mind, have had a greater agency in 
marking the character of the power, than any subsequent 
events lL allude to the payment of fifteen millions of dol- 
lars for the purchase of Louisiana, and to the original ap- 
propriation for the construction of the Cumberland Road; 
the latter act deriving much weight from the acquiescence 
and approbation of three of the most powerful of the origin- 
al members of the confederacy, expressed through their re- 
spective Legislatures. Although the circumstances of the 
latter case may be such as to deprive so much of it as re- 
lates to the actual construction of the road, of the force of 
an obligatory exposition of the Constitution, it must, never- 


vrress, 


theless, be admitted that, so far as the mere appropriation of 


money is concerned, they present the principle in its most 
imposing aspect. No less than twenty-three different laws 
have been passed through all the forms of the Constitution, 
appropriating upwards of two millions and a half of dollars 
ysut of the National Treasury in support of that tmprove- 
ment, with the approbation of every Presideni of the Unit- 
ed States, including my predecessor, since its commence- 
ment. 

Independently of the sanction given to appropriations for 
the Cumberland and other roads and objects, under this 
power, the administration of Mr. Madison was characterised 
by an act which furnishes the strongest evidence of his 
opinion of its extent. A bill was passed through both 
Houses of Congress, and presented for his approval, “‘setting 
apart and pledging certain funds for constructing roads and 
canals, and improving the navigation of water courses, In 
order to facilitate, promote, and give security to internal 
ecommerce among the several States; and to render more 
easy, and less expensive, the means end provisions for the 
common defence.” Regarding the bill as asserting a pow- 
er in the Federal Government to cons'truct roads and canals 
within the limits of the States in which they were made, he 
objected to its passage, on the ground of its uaconstitution- 
ality, declaring that the assent of the respective States, in 
the mode provided by the bill, could not confer the power 
in question; that the only cases in which the consent and 
cession of particular States can extend the power of Con- 
gress, are those specified and provided for in the Constitu- 
tion; and superadding to these avowals, his opinion, that **a 
cestriction of the power ‘to provide for the common defence 
and general welfare,” to cases which are to be provided for 
by the expenditure of money, would still leave within the 
legislative power of Congress, all the great and most impor- 
tant measures of Government, money being the ordinary 
and necessary means of carrying them into execution.” | 
have not been able to consider these declarations in any 
other point of view, than as a concession that the right of 
appropriation is not lim-ted by the power to carry intoeflect 
the measure for which the money ts asked, as was formerly 
ontended. 

The views of Mr. Monroe upon this subject, were not left 
to inference. During his administration a bill was passed 
through both Houses of Congress, conterriug the jurisdic- 
tion and prescribing the mode by which the Federal Goy- 
‘ronment should exercise it in the case of the Cumberland 
Road. He returned it with objections to its passage, and 
an assigning them, took occasion to say, that in the early 
stages of the Government, he had inclined to the construc- 
tion that it had no right to expend money, except in the per- 
formance of acts authorized by the other specuic grants of 
power, according to a strict construction of them; but that, 
on further reflection and observation, his mind had under- 
gone a change; that his opinion then was, “that Congress 
have an unlimited power to raise money, and that in its ap- 
propriation, they-have a discretionary power, restricted only 
by the duty to appropriate to purposes of common defence, 
aud of general, not iocal, National, not State benefit;” and 
this was avewed to be the goveridng principle through the 
gesidue of his administration. The views of the last ad- 


@inistration are of such recent date as to render a particu- | of the Senate and House of Representatives, herewith an additional guarantee, that our political institutions will 





lar reference to them unnecessary. It is well known that 
the appropriating power, to the utmost extent which had 
been claimed for it, in relation to internal improvements, 
was fully recognized and exercised by it. 

This brief reference to known facts, will be suflicient to 
show the difficulty, if not impracticability, of bringing back 
the operations of the Government to the construction of the 
Constitution set up in 1798, assuming that to be its true 
reading, in relation to the power under consideration: thus 
giving an admonitory proof of the force of implication, and 
the necessity of guarding the Constitution with sleepless 
vigilance, against the authority of precedents which have 
not the sanction of its most plainly defined powers. For, 
although it is the duty of all to look to that sacred instru- 
ment, instead of the statute book, to repudiate at all times, 
encroachments upon its spirit, which are too apt to be ef- 
fected by the conjuncture of peculiar and facilitating cir- 
cumstances; it is not Jess true, that the public good and the 
nature of our political institutions require, that individual 
differences should yield to a well settled acquiescence of 
the people and confederated authorities, in particular con- 
structions of the Constitution, on doubtful points. Not to 
concede this much to the spirit of our institutions, would 
impair their stability, and defeat the objects of the Consti- 
tution itself. 

The bill before me does not call for a more definite 
opinion upon the particular circumstances which will 
warrant appropriations of money by Congress, to aid works 
of internal improvement, for although the extension of the 
power to apply money beyond that of carrying into effect 
the object for which it is appropriated, has, as we have seen, 
been long claimed and exercised by the Federai Govern- 
ment, yet such grants have always been professedly under 
the control of the general principle, that the works which 
might be thus aided, should be “of a general, not local— 
national, not State” character. A disregard of this distine- 
tion would of necessity lead to the subversion of the federal 
system. ‘That even this is an unsafe one, arbitrary in its 
nature, and liable, consequently, to great abuses is too ob- 
vious to require the confirmation of experience.  [t is, 
however, sufhiciently definite and imperative to my mind, 


the one under consideration. I have given to its provisions 
all the reflection demanded by a just regard for the interests 
of those of our fellow citizens who have desired its passage, 
and by the respect which is due to aco-ordinate branch 
of the Government ; but [ am not able to view it in any 


itcan be considered national, that no further distinction 
between the appropriate duties of the General and State 
Government, need be attempted ; for there can be no loca! 
interests that may not with equal propriety be denominated 
national. It has no connection with any established sys- 
tem of improvements, is exclusively within the limits of a 
State, starting at a point on the Ohio river, and running 
out sixty miles to an interior town; and even as far as the 
State is interested, conferring partial instead of genera! 
advantages. 

Considering the magnitude and importance of the pow- 
er, and the embarrassments to which from the very na- 
ture of the thing, its exercise must necessarily be subject- 
ed; the real friends of internal improvement ought not to 
be willing to confide it to accident and chance. What 
is properly national in its character, or otherwise, is an 
inquiry which is often extremely difficult of solution. The 
appropriations of one year, for an object which is con- 
sidered national, may be rendered nugatory by the refusal 
of a succeeding Congress to continue the work, on the 
ground that itis local. No aid can be derived from the 
interveution of corporations. The question regards the 
character of the work, not that of those by whom it is 
to be accomplished. Notwithstanding the union of the 
Government with the corporation, by whose immediate 
agency, any work of internal improvemeut is carried on, 
the inquiry will still remain, is it national and conducive 
to the benefit of the whole, or local, aud operating only to 
the advantage of a portion of the Union? 

Bui, although I might not feel it to be my official duty 
to interpose the executive veto to the passage of a bill 
appropriating money for the construction of such works 
as are authorized by the States, and are national in their 
character, | do not wish to be understeod as expressing 
an opinion, that it is expedient at this time, for the Gene- 
ral Government to embark in a system of this kind, and 
anxious that my coustituents should be possessed of my 
views on this as well as on all other subjects, which they 
have committed to my discretion, I sball state them frank- 
ly and briefly. Besides many minor considerations, 
there are two prominent views of the subject, which have 
made a deep impression upon my mind, which, | think, 
are well ertitled to your serious altentien, and will, | hope, 
be maturely weighed by the people. 

From the official communication submitted to you, it 
appears, that if ne adverse and unforeseen contingency 
happens in our foreigo relations, and ne unusual diversion 
be made of the funds set apait for the payment of the 
national debt, we may look with confidence to its entire 
extinguishment in the short period of four years. The 
extent to which this pleasing anticipation is dependent 
upon the policy, which may be pursued in relation to 
measures, of the character of the one, now under conside- 
ration, must be obvious to all, and equally so, that the 
events of the present session are well calculated to awa- 





ken public solicitude upon the subject. By the statement 
from the Treasury Department, and those from the Clerks 


to forbid my approbation of any bill having the character of 


other light than as a measure of purely local character ; or if 


ee ae oe 


a 
sumfted, it appears that the bills which have pas 

into laws, and those wiech, in all probability, will pass ha. 
fore the adjournment ef Congress, anticipate appro. 
priations which, with the ordinary expenditures for th, 
support of Government, will exceed considerably ¢h, 
amount in the Treasury for the year 1830. Thus, Whilst 
we are diminishing the revenue by a reduction of the dy. 
ties on tea, cofiee, and cocoa, the appropriations for inter. 
nal improvement are increasing beyond the availabje 
means of the Treasury; and if to this calculation be adq. 
ed the amount contained in bills which are pending bg. 
fore the two Houses, it may be safely affirmed, that te 
millions of dollars would not make up the excess over the 
Treasury receipts, unless the payment of the nationg) 
debt be postponed, and the means now pledged to tha 
object applied to those enumerated in these bills. Wi), 
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: e, 
out a well regulated system of internal improvement, this aro 
exhausting mode of appropriation is not likely te be Bijersal 
avoided, and the plain consequence must be, either a cop. » Cons 
tinuance of the national debt, or a resort to additiona) of t 
taxes. it to : 

Although many of the States, with a laudable zeal, ang Bi ional 
under the influeuce of an enlightened policy, are success. ‘conti 
fully applying their separate efforts to works of this chap. BB pcy fo: 
acter, the desire to enlist the aid of the General Govern. by all 
ment in the construction of such as from their nature Bie of th: 
ought to devolve upon it, and to which the means of the web t 
individual States are inadequate, is both rational and pa Hi in gr 
triotic; and if that desire is not gratified now, it does not respe 
follow that it never will be. The general intelligence and emb 
public spirit of the American people furnish a sure guar. Bipyisitic 


rantee, that, atthe proper time, this policy will be madeto Biped its 
prevail under circumstances more auspicious to its succes. Bisons 
ful prosecution, than those which now exist. But great tion | 
as this object undoubtedly is, it is not the only one which 





pey. i 
demands the fostering care of the Government. The 098. 
preservation and success of the Republican principle #8 
rests with us. ‘To elevate its character and extend its in. ~ ‘ 
fluence, rank among our most impertant duties; and the ” . 
best means to accomplish this desirable end, are those gas 
which will rivet the attachment of our citizens to the Mee” 
Government of their choice, by the comparative lightness wv - 
of their public burdens, and by the attraction which the “ye 
superior success of its operations will present to the adwi- oo , 
ration and respect of the world. Through the favor oi dows 
an overruling and indulgent Providence, our country is ry | 
blessed with general prosperity, and our children exemp- 
ed from the pressure of taxation which other less favored ote 
portions of the human family are obliged to bear; yet, it how 
is true, that many of the taxes collected from our citizens, - 
through the medium of imposts, have, for a considerable ’ oe 
period been onerous. In many particulars, these taxes be 
have borne severely upon the laboring and less prosper- a 
ous classes of the community, being imposed on the ne- of m 
cessaries of life, and this, too, in cases where the burden “a 
'was not relieved by the consciousness, ‘iat it would ulti- S : 
'mately contribute to make us independent of foreign na- a 
tions for articles of prime necessity, by the eneourage- o 
ment of their growth and mazufacture at home. They +7 
have been cheerfully borne, because they were thought to e. 
be necessary to the support of Government, and the pay- hes 


ment of the debt unavoidably incurred in the acquisition ” 
and maintenance of our national rights and liberties. But * 


“er nen 
have we a right to caleulate on the same cheerful acquies- trot 
cence, when it is Known that the necessity for their con- rv 
° . . ° . . is 
tinuance would cease, were it not for irregular, improvi- vat 


dent, and unequal appropriations of the public funds! i. 


Will not the people demand, as they havea right to do, sie 
such a pradent system of expenditure, as will pay the tl 


debts of the Union, and authorizethe reduction of every 
tax, to as low a point as the wise observance of the ne 
cessity to protect that portion of our manufactures and 
labor, whose prosperity is essential to our national safety 
and independence, will allow? Wheo the national debt 
is paid, the duties upon those articles which we do uot 
raise, may be repealed with safety, and still leave, I trust 
without oppression to any section of the country, an 
accumulating surplus fund, which may be beneficially ap- 
plied to some well digested system of improvement. 
Under this view of the question, as to the manner in which 
the Federal Government can, or ought to embark in the 
construction of roads and canals, and the extent to which 
it may impose burthens on the people for these pnrposes, 
may be presented on its own merits, free of all disguise, 
and of every embarrasment, except such as may arise 
from the Constitution itself. Assuming these suggestions 
to be correct will not our constituents require the obser- 
vance of a course by which they can be effected? Ought 
they net require it? With the best disposition to aid, as 
far as I can conscientiously, in furtherance of works of in- 
ternal improvement, my opinion is, that the soundest views 
of national policy at this time, point to such a course. 
Besides, the avoidance of an evil influence upon the local 
concerns of the country, bow solid is the advantage which 
the Government will reap frem it in the elevation of its 
character? how gratifying the effect, of presenting to the 
world the sublime spectacle of a republic of more thas 
twelve millions of happy people, in the fifty-fourth year 
of her existence, afte: baving passed through two pro- 
tracted wars ; the one for (he acquisition, and the other 
tor the maintenance of liberty—tree from debt, and with 
all her immense resources unfettered! Whata salutary 
influence would not such an exhibition exercise upon the 
cause of liberal principles and free Government through- 
out the world? Would we not ourselves find, in its effects, 
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‘transmitted to the most remote posterity, without de- 
> A course of policy destinedto witness events like 
ose, cannot be besefitted by a legislation whieh tole- 







0 . . 2 

he Mietes ascramble for appropriations that have no relation 
the anv general system of improvement, and whose good 
lst Befects must, of necessity, be very limited. In the best 









dye Mgew of these appropriations the abuses to which they lead, 
ter. MB, exceed the good which they are capable of promoting. 
able HiPhey may be resorted to as artful expedients, to shift upon 






id. Hike Government the losses of umsuccessiul private specu- 
be. Mlition, and thus by ministering to personal ambition and 
tea Maeifazgrandizement, tend to sap the foundations of public 








the we, and taint the administration of the Government 
onal Mtha demoralizing influence. 
that MEE Ip the other view of the subject, and the only remain- 









‘ithe Hee one. which it is my intention to present at this time, 
this ‘nvolved the expediency ef embarking in a system of 
D be ernal improvement, withouta previous amendment of 








































































































con- Mike Constitation, explaining and defining the precise pow- 
onal of the Federal Government over it: assuming the 

yt to appropriate money, to aid in the construction of 
and ional works, to be warranted by the cotemporaneous 
DES6. ‘continued exposition of the Constitution, its insufhi- 
hare ney for the successful prosecution ofthem, must be admit- 
ern. py allcandid minds. If we look to usage to define the ex- 
ature Mamet of the right, that will be found so variant, and embracing 
the web that bas been overruled, as to involvethe whole sub- 
A pa- Met in great uncertainty, and to render the execution of 
$ not respective duties in relation to it, replete with difficulty 


e and jembarrasment. It is in regard to such works, and the 
guar- Mipuisition of additional territory, that the practice ob- 


ide to edits first footing. In most, if not all other disputed 
CCE sions of appropriation, the construction of the Con- 
great tion may be regarded as unsettled, if the right to apply 

which ey, in the enumerated cases, is placed on the ground 
The cage. 

ciple 


his subject has been one of much, and I may add, 














































rie ful reflectionto me. It has bearings that are well cal- 
d the ted to exert a powerful influence upon our hitherto 
T0086 TE erous system of goverment, and whieh, on some ac- 
o the nis, may even excite despondency in the breast of an 
nines rican citizen. IT will not detain you with professions 
h the eal in the cause of internal improvements. If to be 
adwi- rfriend isa virtue which deserves commendation, our 
or Ol Bay is blessed with an abundance of it; for { do not 
ry is ose there is an intelligent citizen who does not wish 
empt- eethem flourish. But though all are their friends, but 
vored trust, are unmindful of the means by which they 
yet, it jd be promoted : none certainly are so degenerate as 
meres ‘ire their success at the cost of that sacred instru- 
erable , with the preservation of which is indissolubly 
taxes dour country’s hopes. If different impressions are 
‘Osper- riained in any quarter : if it is expected that the Peo- 
adir-wi of this country, reckless of their constitutional obliga- 
purden will prefer their local interest to the principles of 
1 uiti- ‘pion, such expectations will in the end be disap- 
at BS Bi; or, if it be not so. then, indeed, has the world but 
"Tes to hope from theexample of free government. When an 
abt Pr ‘observance of constitutional compacts cannot be ob- 
ome {from communities like ours, itneed not be anticipated 
i ml bere; and the cause in which there has been so much 
— vrdom, and from which so much was expected by 
- E . nends of liberty, may be abandoned; and the degra- 
— roth, that man is unfit for self-government admitted. 
ao this will be the case if expediency be made a rule of 
fonds? ruction in interpreting the constitution. Power, in 
oe vernment, could desire a better shield for the insid- 
~~ a advances, which it is ever ready to make, upon the 
 aaoe that are designed to restrain its action. 
he pe ‘Il do not entertain such gloomy apprehensions. If 
es and the wish of the people that the construction of roads 
safety canals should be conducted by the Federal Govern- 
l debt itis notenly highly expedient, but indispensably 
Aa ont ary,that a previous amendment of the Constitution, 
T trust along thenecessary power, and defining and restrict- 
try, ao ‘ exercise with reference to the sovereignty of the 
lly ap- ‘should be made. Without it, nothing extensively 
" ‘can be effected. The right to exercise as much 
» which ction as is necessary to preserve the works, and to 
: in the ‘unds by the collection of tolls to keep ppem in re- 
which cannot be dispensed with. The Cumberland road 
rposes, ‘be an instructive admonition of the consequences 
isguise, ing without this right. Year after year, contesis are 
y arise ied, growing out of eflorts to obiain the necessary 
restions Priations for completing and repairing this useful 
 obser- Whilst one Congress may claim and exercise the 
Ought :@ succeeding one may deny it, and this fluctuation 
aid, as ui00 must be unavoidably fatal to any scheme, 
's of in- irom its extent, would promote the interests and 
st views *e character of the country. The experience of 
course. st Las shown that the opinion of Congress is subject 
e local b fluctuations. 
which ‘bethe desire of the people that the agency of the 
n of its i Government should be confined to the appronri- 
e to the money, in aid of such undertakings, in virtue of 
re thaa “horities, then the eccasion, the mauner, and the 
th year the appropriations, should be made the subject 
ro pro- ‘itutional regulation. This is the more necessary, 
other ' that they may be equitable among the several 
'd with Promote harmony between different sections of the 
alutary and their Representatives; preserve other parts of 
pon the Sitution from being undermined by the exercise 
prough- “ul powers, or the too great extension of those 
oil “Dot so; and protect the whole subject against 
us Wi 





“erious influence of combinations to carry, by cen- 





cert, measures, which considered by themselves, might 
meet but little countenance. 

That a constitutional adjastment of this power, upon 
equitable principles, is, in the highest degree, desirable, 


stitutions. In no government are appeals to the source of 
power, in cases of real doubt, more suitable than in ours. 
No good motive can be assigned for the exercise of pow- 
er by the constituted authorities, while those, for whose 
benefit it is to be exercised, have not conierred it, and 
may not be willing to confer it. It would seem to me 
that an honest application of tne conceded powers of the 
General Government to the advancement of the common 
weal, present a sufficient scope to satisly a reasonable 
ambition. The difficulty and supposed impracticability 
of obtaining an amendment of the Constitution im this 


can scarcely be doubted; nor can it fail to be promoted 
by every sincere friend tothe success of our political in-| 


‘ ‘ 
| mounting to 


- atti eS Ee a 
Amount of receipts for the year 1830. as esti- 
mated by the Secretary of the Treasury $23,840,000 
Amount estimated to be in the Treasury on 
the Ist January, 1830 


4,410,071 





28,250,071 
| Of which sum,estimated to be in the 
| Treasury on the Ist January, 
| 1830, there are bad debts a- 
1.426. 546 
And there will be required by the 
several Departments to complete 


the service of the year 1829) 2,457,173 





Making the sum to be deducted as unavaila- 


ble for 1830 3,383,719 








respect, is, | firmly believe, in a great degree, unfounded. 
The time has never yet been, when the patriotism and in- 
telligence of the American people were uot fully equal to) 
the greatest exigency, aud it never will, when the subject! 
calliug forth their interposition is plainly presented to | 
them. To do so with the questions involved in this bill, | 
aud to urge them to an early, zealous, and full considera- 
tion of their deep importance, is, iu my estimation, among 
the highest of our duties. cer 

A supposed conn. xion between appropriations for inter- 
nai improvement, andthe system ot protecting duties, grow- 
ing out of the anxieties of tuose more immediately inter- 
ested in their success, has given rise to suggestions which 
it is proper I should notice or tnis occasion. My opin- 
ions on these subjects have never been coucealed trom 
those who hada right to know them. Those which | 
have entertained on the latter, nave frequently placed me 
in Opposition to individuals as well as communities, Whose 
claims upon my friendship anu gratitude are of the strone- 
est character; but I trust there has been nothing im tm) 
public life which has exposed me to the suspicion of be- 
ing thought capable of sacrificing my views of duty to 
private considerations, however strong they may have 
been, or deep the regrets which they are capable of exeiti2g. 

As long as the encouragement of domestic manutac- 
tures is directed to national euds, it shall receive from me 
a temperate but steady suppert. There is no necessary 
connexion between it and the system of appropriations. 
On the contrary, it appears to me that the supposition of 
their dependence upon each other, is calculated to excite 
the prejudices of the public against both. The former is 
sustained on the grounds of its consistency with the letter 
and spirit of the Constitution, of its origin being traced 
to the assent of all the parties to the orivinal compact, 


and of its having the support and approbation of a major- 





ity of the people, on which account, it is at least entitled 
to a fair experiment. The suggestions to which I bave 
alluded, refer to a forced continuance of the national debt. 
by means of large appropriations, as a substitute for the 
security which the system derives from the principles on 
which it bas hitherto been sustained. Such a course 
would certainly indicate either ap unreasonable distrust 
of the people, or a consciousness that the system does 
not possess sufhicient soundness for its support, if left to 
their voluutary choice, and its own merits. Those who 
suppose that any policy, tius founded, can be long upheld 
in this country, have looked upon its bistory with eyes 
very different from mine. ‘This policy, like every other, 
must abide the will of the peopie, who will not be likely to 
allow any device, however specious, to conveal its charae- 
ter and teadency. 

In presenting these opinions, | bave spoken with the 
freedom and candor which I thought the occasion for their 
expression called for, and now respectfully return the bill 
which has been under consideration, for your further de- 
deliberation and judgment. ANDREW JACKSON. 

May 27, 1830. 


Statements from the Treasury Department. 








Receipts for 1830, estimated at $23,840,000 
Customs 22,000,000 

Lands 1,200,000 

Bank dividends 490,000 

Incidental receipts, including ar- 

rears of internal duties, direct 

taxes and canal tolls 150,000 
To whichis to be added the bal- 

lance estimated to be in the 

Treasury on the Ist of January, 

1830 4,410,071 
Making an aggregate of 28,250 071 
The expenditures for 1830 were 

estimated at 23.755,526 

Viz: 
Civil, diplomatic, and miscella- 
neous 2,473,225 


oiilitary service, including fortifi- 
cations, ordnance, Indian af- 
furs, pensions, arming the mi- 
litia, and internalimprovements 5,525,189 

Naval service, including the grad. 
ual improvement 

Pubhe debt 


4,257,111 
11,50,G000 





Which would leave an estimaied balance in 


Leaving as appplicable to service, 1830 
Expenditures: 

Amount already appropriated up 
to 17th May, 1830 

For payment of public debt 

Amount of bills pending between 

the two Houses on amendments, 
which will probably pass 

Amount of bills that will proba- 
bly pass the pre sent session 


24,366,352 


11.988.305 
11,500,000 


136.544 


1,197,366 





. = ~~. > po 
29,07 2215 








Estimated deficiency 705,863 
Appropriations contained in bills that have 

passed the Senate, and are now pending in 

the House of Repre sentatives $ 1,275,201 
Appropriations in bills that have passed the 

House of Representatives and are now 

pending in the Senate 376,685 
Appropriations in bills of the Senate that have 

not as vet passed that body 5,734,127 


Appropriations ta bills of the House of Repre- 


sentatives still pending in that House 2.085.271 





$9,471,284 








(FOR THE BANNER OF THE CONSTITUTION.) 

Mr. Editor. — 

An article has been published in the Philadelphia 
Chronicle of 17th inst. under the head of “Mr. Torlade 
and Mr. Barrozo.” As this article, in reference to 
the case of the United States vs. Philips, does not question 
the right of the circuit court Judges to act as they have done, 
or to transmit to the Suspreme Court of the U. States, a 
certificate of their difference of opinion in the case, it is 
only material now to point out some essential errors in the 
last paragraph of the above mentioned article, in the words 
following. 

“Qur presént concern is merely with the mode in which 
this trial has, for the present, been got rid of. As to the 
origin of the prosecution, and of that against the Sheriffs 
officer, much might be said. The parties are indicted for 
the arrest of a gentleman, respecting whose transactions 
with our government the Secretary of State has given such 
certificates that no man examining these with a sincere de- 
sire to discover the truth, could suppose hum to be privi- 
leged as a diplomatic agent—even supposing the district 
attorney had not given an opinion negativing his claim to 
such privilege. Here is a text on which, if so disposed, 
we might dilate for hours, sure of finding an attentive 
audience.” 

Those who may desire to discover the truth, will learn 
by reference to the official opinion of Mr. Berrien, Attor- 
ney General of the United States, of the 3d of November 
last; given by direction of the President, and submitted to 
the Court, that Mr. Barrozo was considered as entitled te 
the privileges of a foreign minister at the time when the 
arrest took place; aad, that the District Court of Philadel- 
phia, upon examnatoon of documents and certificates, and 
his official passpert as a pudlic minister, in its decision on 
the case, held him to be eatitled to said immunities and 
privileges. ‘The opinion of the District Attorney at Phil 
adelphia on those privileges was not called for, nor would 
it have been im any respeet aya:table, particularly as we 
understand that it was stated by Mr. Rawle, the venerable 
Counsel who acted on the part of the government in the 
prosecution before the Circuit Court ef the U. States, that 
the District Attorney, though present in court, was prevent- 
ed from acting in the case, because he had been the counsel 
of Mr. Torlade in the case of Mr. Barrezo. Of this fact 
sufficient evidence is at hand, and it i: presumed that both 
the Court and Jury were acquainted with it. A. B. 

Puitapetpaia, May 20, 1830. 
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idenpay, May 24, 

SENATE.—Mr. Surrnu, of Md. ollered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be direet- 
ed to report to the Senate within the first week of the 
next session of Congress, a statement shewing the amount 
that would be returnable to the merchants of the United 
States, should the bill reported to the Senate from the 





the ‘ireasury on the Ist January, i831, ef 4,494,545 








Committee on Finance during the present Session, “to ex- 
empt merchandize imported under certain circumstances 
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from the operation of the act of the 19th May, 1328, en- t 


titled “An act ia alteration ef the several acts imposing Copy of the answer of the respondent, which was agreed 


duties on imports,” become a law. | to. . 
, . , Oo ion by Mr. Wensrer, it was > 
Mr. McKunuey offered the following resolution : n motion by Mr. WEBSTER, } | 


r ; 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of | 


the United Stats sot America in Congress CIXS¢ mbled. That jmeet again on the second Monday of the next Session of 
the unfinished business of each House at the end of the | Congress, at 12 0’clock, then to proceed with the said im- 


first session of every Congress shall stand continued over | peachment. : 
; Mr. Wier desired to know whether blank summons for | Peck. 


to the commencement of the next session, and then be pro- 
ceeded in aceording to the order in which it stood at the 


last adjournment ; and it shall bethe duty of the Secreta- | spondent. 


ry ofthe Senate and Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives respectively to conduct the Journal of each House ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Surru. of Md. presented the memorial of Salt im- 
porters and dealers in Baltimore, praying that the bill now 
in Congress relative 'o reduciug the duty on Salt, may be 
so amended, that, upon its becoming a law, it may not 
take effect until the 31st December, 1831 : laid on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. Maxks, from the Committee on Agriculture, made 
a reporf, and in concurrence therewith, the Committee 
were discharged from the consideration of the memorial of 
the Farmers and Graziers of Philadelphia county, Penn- 
sylvania, and the report ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hayne, the Naval Committee were 
discharged from the several subjects referred to them, 
and not reported on. 

On motion of Mr. Rowan, the Judiciary Committee 
were discharged from the several subjects referred to them 
and not reported on. 

The resolution from the House of Representatives, “for 
obtaining the aggregate returns of former enumerations of 
the population of the United States,” was read the second 
time, and passed to a third reading. 

It was then read the third time, and passed. 

The bill to secure faithfal Collectors and disbursers of 
the revenues, and to displace defaulters, was resumed in 
Committee of the Whole, and a motion of Mr. Smira. 
of Md. that it be laid on the table, was rejected Yeas 16, 
nays 24. 

The bill was then amended and a motion of Mr. Brown, 
that it be laid on the table, was rejected, by yeas 17, nays 

22. 

A motion of Mr. Woopnvury, that it be postponed unti! 
the next session of Congress, was rejected—yeas 20, 
nays 23. 

The bill was then further amended ; and, a motion of 
Mr. Bisx, that it be laid on the table, was also rejected, 
yeas 20. nays 28 : 

Yeas—Mesrs. Adams Barnard, Bibb Brown, Dicker- 
son, Dudiey, Ellis, Forsyth, Grundy, Hayne, Iredell, Kane 
King. M’Kinley, Rowan, Sanford, Smith, Md. Troup, Ty- 
ler, Woodbury 20. 

Nays- Messrs. Barton, Bell, Benton, Burnet, Chase, 
Clayton, Foot, Frelighaysen, Hendri¢ks, Holmes, Jonu- 
ston, Knight, Naudain, Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Seymour, 


Silsbee, Smith, 8S. C. Sprague, Webster, White, Willey— 
23 


After debate, on motion of Mr. Hayne, adjourned. 





Turspay, May 25. 

SENATE.—On motion by Mr. Grunpy, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Executive 
business, which occupied them until half past 11 o'clock, 
when, on motion of Mr. Wensrrr, a recess took place 
for the purpose of arranging the chamber for the recep- 
tion of the House of Representatives at 12 o’clock, when 
the Senate would be in session as a High Court of im- 
peacbment, to receive the answer of Judge Peck. 


Seats were then arranged on the right and left of the 
Chair, for the accommodation of the Senate and their] that some of the officers will have to go to jail unless they 
seats assigned to the managers and members of the House) are relieved by Congress. 


of Representatives, and the accused and his counsel. 


At the hour of 12 o’clock, the Court was opened by 


proclamation in the usual form. 
Ov motion of Mr. Wensrer, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary give notice to the House of| by this resolution, and in this point of view he resisted this 
Representatives that the Senate are now in their chamber, | resolution. 
and are ready to proceed on the tria! of the impeachment| the same legal formality that established the law com- 
of James H. Peck, Judge of the United States for the! plained of, and this resolution, therefore, could not reach 
District of Missouri; and that seats are provided for the} the case, as it could not authorize the auditer te construe 
accommodation of the members of the Heuse of Repre-| the law differently. 


sentatives. 


Judge Peck then appeared, accompanied by Mr. Wirt] what extraordinary cbaracter. 
and Mr. Meredith as bis counsel, and occupied seats as-| construction, reduced the pay of the officers of the corps 


signed them to the right and left of the Chair; a sbor 
time after, 


the Senate. 


The Vice Presipent then asked Judge Peck whether| purpose, until Congress could legislate formally on the 


he was prepared to answer the article of impeachmen 
exhibited against him. 


Judge Prok repled, that his answer and plea were 


Gounsel. 


The Vice Presipenr asked Judge Peck whether the} was not the intention of the law, whatever interpretation 
answer now te be made was to be considered as his fina/| its language might admit. 
answer; and the Judge baving answered in the affirmative,| by argument, and by a reference to the laws, that the 


the Counsel was directed to proceed to read it. 


_ Mr. Mereprrn read the answer. (which occupied up-| acts relating to the pay of the army, and that something 
wards of two hours) concluding with the general plea of| ought tobe done to obviate what he conceived to be the 


“not guilty.” 
Mr. Svrorrs, in behalf of the Managers moved. 


the attendance of witnesses would be allowed to the re- 


Banner of the Constitution. 
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atives on a replication, and that they be furnished with a 


Ordered, That when this Court adjouri, it adjourn to |Peck, it was indispensable that the House come to stn 


” 


The Vick Prestpent replied that they would. { 


next session of Congress. 
On motion of Mr. Kune, it was t 


Judge Peck, with his answer and exhibits, be printed for |¢ 
the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Kanr,whe voted on Saturday last against engross- 
ing the bill to exempt merchandise imported under certain 
eipcumstances, from the operation of the act of the 19th 
of May, 1828, entitled “An act in alteration of the seve- 
ral acts imposing duties on imports,” moved to reconsider 


of Mr. Kane; and 
‘The Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE.—Mr. Dravrox, from the Committee on Mili- 
iary Atfairs, reported a bill to exempt deserters in time ot 
peace from the punishment of death; which was twice read, 
and ou motion of Mr. D. ordered to be engrossed for # 
third reading. 

The Marine Corps. 
The joint resolution reported by Mr Carson, from the 
committee on Naval Affai-s, some days ago, preposing to 
continue the pay of the officers of the Marine Corps as it 
was prior to March 1829, until the end of the next session 
of Congress was taken up—the question being on its third 
reading. 
At the suggestion of Mr Drayton, the word subsistence 
was inserted after “pay,” and the word allowances, atter 
“emoluments,” 
Mr. Wickurrre objected to the resolution, and handed 
to the Chair a long letter from the fourth Auditor, ex- 
plaining his reasons for the construction which he had 
given to the law ; which letter was in part read, and then 
suspended, at the request of 
Mr. Carson, who explained the necessity for the reso- 
lution by referring to the hardships under which the offi- 
cers labored in consequence of the reduction of their pay, 
by the constriction of the present Auditor. The Auditor 
himself thought the pay allowed by him was insufficient, 
but he conceived te was restrained by the law from allow- 
ing more. .The object of the resolution was to authorize 
the Auditor to make the same allowance as had been made 
by his predecessors, until the end of the next session, when 
Congress would have time to legislate on the subject, and 
putthe matter on its proper footing. 
Mr. McDurrte said the case whichthe resolution propos- 
ed to relieve, was one of extreme hardship and injustice. 
He threw no blame on the auditor for his construction, but 
it made a most unjust discrimination between the officers in 
the two branches of the service, which it was intended 
should be put on the same footing. ‘The act organizing 
the marine cerps in express terms says, the colonel shall 
receive the same pay, &c. as a colonel in the army; but the 
army ofticers are paid by one construction, and those of the 
marine corps by another, and that now adopted for the latter 
has altered the construction which has prevailed for thirty 
years, and deprived them of a third of their pay. The con- 
sequence of this sudden eurtailment, said Mr. McD. is, 


Mr. Wiitiams observed, that if the difficulty was a mere 
matter of construction, the auditor could return to the for- 
mer one, and obviate the grievance; but if the interpre- 
tation be matter of lega) certainty, we cannot change it 


A legal provision can only be changed by 


Mr. Mitcer remarked that this was a case of a some- 
The auditer had, by his 


t} beiow what they could possibly subsist en; and had it 


it was thought this joint resolution would answer the 


t] subject 
Mr. Drayton wovld not undertake to censure the audi- 


he could, in a few minutes, satisfy the House, that such 
Mr. D. then proceeded to show 


marine corps was included in all the provisions of the 


misconstruction of the auditor. He had not concluded his 





That they have Gime to consult the House of Represen-! bate for to-day. 


remarks when the expiration of the hour, arrested the de- 


cc ea, Ag ee OG LLL A LL LLL LL AO 


would meet to-day as a Court of Impeachment, for the 


resolution, that the House would in Committee of , 
whole, attend the Senate during the tnal of James 


why the House should attend the Senate during the ¢,,, 


The Court then adjourned to the second Monday of the be betterto be employed tn the transaction of its ordins 
, business, and let the Managers appointed by the Houg, 


hleto the usage of the House on former occasions. 
House would receive, at 12 o'clock to-day, a message {y, 
ihe Senate that they are ready to receive the House. 

that seats are prepared for them. 


not been for the unfortunate illness of the chairman of 
The Managers and Members of the House of Represen-| the naval committee, a bill would have been reported to 
tatives appeared, and took the seats usually occupied by| remedy the difficulty; but as that had not been done, 


tor—his construction might be correct—but the officers of | sippi ; when 
prepared, and desired that they might be read by his|the corps suffered great hardship by it, and he thought 


— names —— a ae eee - - Se A il a 


The Impeachment. 
Mr. Srorrs, of New York, observed that as the Senat 


Dur 


‘ 
AU De 


ose of receiving the answer of the Respondent J, 


rder immediately on the subject. He therefore Moved » 


Mr. Perris said, he would like to know some rege, 


‘nless the attendance were absolutely necessary, it wo) 


end the Senate, and conduct the prosecution. — fy 


Ordered. That the articles of impeachment against House adopted this resolution, Mr. P. said the alle nda 


m the Senate would take up the whole time of the», 


session, and nothing else would be done. 


Mr. Srorrs observed that this resolution was confor 


iy 


The House woul 


that vote; which motion was laid on the table on motion [fave to go there to-day and be present while Judge p, 
puts in his answer to the impeachment ; the House y 
come back and the Senate will adjourn as a Court unt, 
2d Monday of next session. 


If the House be not pres 
the Senate cannot proceed to receive the plea o! thee 
sed. 

Mr. Perris insisted that the presence of the Mana» 
would be sufficient, and that if the House resolved 
tend the Senate during the trial, there would be little w 
business done during the next session. 

Mr. SurHeR Land thought it would be wrong to adopy 
resolution. It would be very proper to go to the Se 
to-day, and be present at the opening of the Court tor 
iunpeachment, and receiving the answer of the accus 
but afterwards, unless some very pressing Occasion sip 
require it, the presence of the House would be unnecs 
ry. The object in appointimg managers, was to leave, 
them to conduct the impeachment. He cited Jefier 
Manual to sustain his opinion, and moved to modify tx 
solution, so as to provide that the House would attend: 
day. 

Mr. Srorrs: ‘Then we shall have to adopt a simile 
every day, as the attendance of the House 1s indispe 
ble tothe coutinuance of the prosecution. 

Mr. WyuuiramMs said, he would like tolearn from the § 
KER what the practice was in such cases. 

The Speaker observed, that every member was as: 
petent to inform hinself and judge as the Chair; but! 
was no doubt the uniferm practice had been for the Hi 
to be present at the trial, as the accusers and prosecute 
Mr. Snorxs then entered into a somewhat detailed 
amination of the subject, in reply te Messrs. Perms 
SUTHERLAND, to show that the presence of the House 
necessary. The appointment of managers was not ii 
ed to dispense with the presence of the House, but mw 
to act for the House, as it would be inconvenient | 
large a body to act for itself, and the managers could 
no step without consulting the House, which must, t 
fore, be present. 

Mr. McDurrie hoped his friend from New York ¥ 
remove the present difficulty by accepting the modiic: 
of Mr. Surwerutanp, and orde: for future arrangen 
could be taken hereafter. 

After a few remarks by Messrs; Mercer and Sc 
LAND, Mr. Srorrs accepted the modification, and Wt 
solution was agreed to as follows : 

Resolved, That this House will, this day, at such 
as the Senate shall appoint, resolve itself intoa Cor 
tee of the Whole, and attend in the Senate on the t 
the Impeachment there pending of James H. Peck, J 
of the District Court of the United States for the Di 
of Missouri. 

Mr. Wayne asked the unanimous consent of the 
to offer a resolution relative to the Bank of the l 
States, but it was objected to. 

A Message, in writing, was received from the Pres 
of the United States, by Mr. Donelson, his Secretary, 
mitting the-report of a survey made in compliance wit 
act of the 2d March, 1829; which was read and rel 
to the Committee on. Commerce. | 
The amendments of the Senate to the bill entitle 
act to amend an act in alteration of the several acts |! 
ing duties on imports;” were read, and severally con 
in by the House. 

An engrossed bill entitled “an act to exempt dé 
in time of peace from the punishment of Death ;” ¥# 
the third time and passed. 

Removal of the Indians. 

The . House having, on motion of Mr. Bern, po‘! 
the intervening orders, resumed the bill of the Sena’? 
viding for the removal of the Indians West of the - 


Mr. Hempntiy rose, and moved that the bill be " 
mitted to the Committee of the whole House, wit)! 
tions to amend the same in the manner proposed Jast 
ing by Sir. H. 

Mr. Bett was decidedly opposed to the re-comm! 
and deprecated re-opening the general discussie! 
bill, which must grow out of the motion. Full opp? 
had been given, he said, for debating the meast 
every one must have come to the conclusion, that 
option of the amendment would be a rejection of . 
He opposed the amendment on various grounds, # 
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~~ three living men could perform the duties proposed 
» the amendinent, In twenty-four months, much less In siX 
‘oats, a8 Was required—and was proceeding with his ar- 
yment ; when . | 

A message was received from the Senate, announcing 
pat it was NOW sitting asa Court of Impeachment, and was 
wady to receive the House of Representatives for the pur- 
xe of having the plea and answer of James H. Peck, in 
wer tothe article of Impeachment preferred by the 
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{ose ' Pet : 

Qn motion of Mr. Srorrs of New York, the House then 
osolved itself into a Committee of the whole, Mr. P. P. 
» zyour being called to the Chair, and proceeded to the 


nate Chamber, and, atter being absent two hours anda 


© Tegsny 
Y the tra 
vy, it Wou; 
IS OFdina 


> Louse fhe! f, returned, and 


punishment of death, was read and passed to a second read- 
ing. 
Removal of the Indians. 

The amendments from the House of Representatives to 
the bill “to provide for an exchange of lands with the In- 
dians residing @0 any of the States or Territories, and for 
their removal West of the river Mississippi,” were received, 
and being read— 

Mr. Crayron moved that they be postponed until to- 
inorrow; winch motion was rejected; Yeas 19, Nays 24. 

‘The first amendment being concurred in, 

Mr. Fre.inGuuysen moved to amend tie second amend- | 
ineat, by inserting at the end thereof, and that until they | 
shall choose to remove, the said tribes be protected from atl 





Stale cucroachments, according to the proviswns of such 
{rediies: 


Mir. PRELINGHUYSEN moved to amend his motion, by 


ee 


striking out the word “State” which was disagreed to bs 
yeus 1S, noes Zo. 

‘The question recurring on agreeing to the amendment as 
originally proposed by Mr. F RELINGHUYSEN, It was reyect- 


ea: Y eas 17, ‘ ivs 20. 





ne Of G (he SPEAKER having resumed the Chair, the House pro- 

attenday ceded to the business which had been suspended. 

rf the tes Vr. Bern made a tew additional remarks against the re 
ommitment of the bill, and coucluded by Inoving the pre- 

 CONfornmE US questton, (the effect of which, if sustained, would be to 

ions. ‘jut aside the motion to re-comumit, and take the question 

Ssave {ry 7 the passage ol thie tell.) 

louse. » Mr. Venvon moved a call of the House, which was or- 

would : rod—Aves S6, nees 76 ; and 

Jucige b, The roll being accordingly called over, and 186 inembers 





Hiouse v newerng, 

art unt, 4 motion was made to suspend further proceedings in thy 
not presefiii/all.on Which the yeas were demanded and ordered, and 
of the. wing taken, the call was suspended, 110 io So. 

Mr. Pearce then moved that the House adjourn ; alieg- 
ce Manadiimog as bis reason, that a member was absent who Was Known 
olved y die be in the City. On the motion for adjournment, the 
> little galieas and nays were required and taken, and the motion was 

vatived—Ayes 19, Noes 177. 
to adopt ‘While the yeas and nays were calling, the absent mem- 
. the Sep r re turned to the House. | 
‘ourt tor Tellers were then appointed to count the House, with a 
e accus ew to ascertain whether the motion for the previous ques- 


‘aston skamgion was seconded, who reported 96in favor of seconding 

s unnecamm be motion, and 96 against it. The Chair voted with the 

0 leave sidlirmative, and the previous question was ordered. 

d Ji Hers Mr. 

odify theffMoupetent for the presiding officer to give a casting vote on 

d attend: conding a motion ! which the Speaker replied to in the 
Jirmative. 


a similar Mr. Everett, of Massachusetts, inquired whether ever) 


; indispegmmaember present was not bound by the rules to vote on 
: ery question, fit being obvious that all the members im 
mm the § se House had net voted on the division just taken. | 
ue previous question, “Shall the main quesiion be now 
Was as | * was then put, and decided in the negative by the fol- 
ir; but towing vete : 
or the Hi \ vas---Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 
rosecutel Archer, J. Ss. Barbour. P. P. Barbour. Barnwell. 


detailed Railor. 
be Pertis 


Bell, James Blair. John Blair. Bockee. 


Rorst, Bouldin, Broadhead, Brown, Cambreleng, Camp- 


Boon. 















e House wil, Carson, Chandler, Claiborne, Clav, Coke, Colemen, 
aS NOUWGR oiner, H. Craig, R. Craig, Crawford, Crocheron, Daniel, 
e, but me lhvenport, Warren R. Davis, Desha, -De Witt, Drayton, 
enient OR ri!, Findlay, Foster, Fry, Gaither, Gilmore, Gordon, 
rs could @MBia!), Hammons,Harvey, Haynes, Hinds, Hoffman, How. 
) must, UR! Hubbard, Isacks, Jennings, R. M. Johnson, Cav 

; lohnson, P. King, Lamar, Lea, Lecompte, Loyall, Lewis, 
York © ampkin, Lyon, Magee, Martin, T. Maxwell,McCoyv, Me- 


— —« 
— 


» modi hes the, Melntrre, Mitchell, Monell, Nuckolls, Overton, 
arrangemee) tis, Polk, Potter, Powers, Rencher, Roane, W. Bb. 
‘nepard, Shhelds, Speight, R. Speneer, Sprigg, Standiter,. 


and Sc erigere, Wiley Thomson, Trezvant, Tucker, Verplanck, 
n, and UEEWavne. Weeks, Camp. P. White, Wickliffe, Wilde, 


\ incey.——UN, 


, at suc) Navs---Messrs. Armstrong, Arnold, Bailey, Noyes Bar- 
ito a COMB: Barrinver. B irtley, Bates, Beekman, Burges, Butman, 
on the (Choon. Childs, Chilton, Clark, Condiect, Cooper, Cowles, 
Peck, J Crane, Crockett, Creighton, Crowninshield, J. Davis, De- 


yr the Di 


berry, Denny, Dickinson, Doddridge, Dorsey, Dudley, 
i (wight, Ellsworth, G. Evans, J. Evans, Edward Everett, 
of the MB Horace Everett, Finch, Ford, Forward, Gorham, Green, 


of the (irennell, Hawkins, Hemphill, Hodges, Hughes, Hunt, 
lluntington, Ihrie, Ingersoll, W. W. Irvin, Johns, Kendall, 

the Presi Kennon, Kincaid, A. King, Leiper, Letcher, Mallary, 
cretary, "ME Martindale, Lewis Maxwell, M’Creery, Mercer, Miller, 
iance WEEE Muhlenburg, Norton, Pearce, Pierson, Ramsey, Randolph, 
J and rele Reed, Richardson, Rose, Russell, Scott, Semmes, Sill, 
i Siuith, A. Spencer, Stanberry, Stephens, H. R. Storrs, 

] entivS Wn. L.Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Swift, Talia- 
ral acts i lerro, Taylor, Test, J. Thompson,Tracy, Vance, Varnum, 
ally cone Vinton, Washington, Whittlesey, E. BD. White, Williams, 

bd Wingate, Young——99. 

ith” wis So the House decided that the main question should not 


iow be put ; and the effect of this decision, according to 
+) * . . . 
‘ié rules of the House, was, to remove the bill from before 


le House for the day. 


SLL, pos 


he Senatfm Mr. Marvin then moved that the bill to reduce the duty 
of the MP salt be taken up fora third reading; but before the 
{vestion was taken, a motion to adjourn prevailed, and 

pill be " lhe House adjourned. 

e, with! — 

posed Jas! Wepnespay, May 26. 
SENATE.—The Vice Presipent communicated a let- 

e-commit™ "t {rom the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting three 

scussion Gi “'ements shewing the transactions of the Mint during the 

‘ull oppo"@i 28' year; which was ordered to be printed. 

» measl A message was received from the President of the Unit- 

on, that td States, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

tion of UMM The bill to exempt deserters in time of peace from the 


nds, a 


SUTHERLAND inquired of the Chair whether it was 





Mr. Frevincguuysen moved to insert at the end of the 
2d amendment of the House of Representatives, “and that 
ail such Tribes be protected according to the provisions of 
said Lreaties, untu the 4 shall choose to remove —wiich Was 
re jected: Yeas 18, Navs 24. 


ee eee = 


On moiion ot Mr. Spract E, to insert at the end of the 

sand si cond amencinent, “oud such treaties shall be execuled | 
and fultdled according to thetrue intent and meaning there of” 
—it was rejected: Leas iS, Nays 24. 
On motion of Mr. CLayron, to insert at the end of the 
said second amendment, * Provided also, That the provisions 
of this act shall extend only to ihe Indians residing within the 
Siaie of Georgia,” it was rejected by the saine vote. Yeas 
is, Nays “< }. 

‘The said second amendment was then agreed to. 

So it Was 

Resolved, That the Senate coneur in the said amend- 
ments of tne House of R: presentatives. 

‘The Senate then ajo irned, hay ing prey ously transacted 
come Executive busine ss. 


' < ee 
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SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 29, 1230 


- 





Ye <teraay the Homination of M. M.- Noah as Surv: yor oO} 
the Port ol New Y ork was confirmed bv a vote of 22 to 2. 


ihe Vice President giving the casting vote in his favor. 


A very important work has just been published inthis 
City, by Mr. Jonaruan Exuiort, in 4 vols. octavo, com- 

a, et ee “deral Convention. and of! 
prising Lhe pror eecings of the Federa ( Onvemwion, Ana VO} 
: ‘ . , . , } 
the Couventions of Massachusetts, New York, Penasyiva- 
nia, Virginia and North Carolina, upon the adoption of the 
present Constitution, with other valuable maticr connected 
with constitutional law. The price $10 per copy. 
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The bit entitled “An act authorizing a subscription of 
stock in the Maysville, Washington, Paris, and Lexi::gton 
furapike Road Company,” was on Thursday the 27th of 
May, returned to the House of Represeatatives, in whichit 
originat d, by the Preside nt, with his obj ciiotms to its be 
This bill, apprepriating $150,060 for the 
itioned, wus passed by the House of Represen- 
tatives on the 2Uth of April, by a vote of LOZ to S , nnd by 
ithe Senate, on the LOth of May, by a vote of 24 to IS. It 
being the first act appropriating mouey for internal improve- 
ments, which had been presented for the approva! of the 
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lay in his power, consistently with his own views of consti- 
tutional authority and expediency, to save the Union from 
dissolution, and has thus given his own interpretation to his 
maxim, “Our Federal Uuiou, it must be preserved.”  Al- 
though his doctrine as to the constitutional power of Con- 
gress does not go tothe entire length of what is contended 
ior by those who advocate a rigid construction of the Con- 
stitution, yet it extends sufficiently far to stop a wasteful 
and improvident expenditure of the public money, until 
time can be aiforded for the friends of the Union upon its 
icgittmate basis, to enlighten the people upon this vital 
prineipie of Our social organization. ‘That this can be ac- 


‘coinplished, we have not a shadow of doubt, and we shall 


hoid ourselves in readin ss, us one of the eh; impions of the 
cause, to show, by re peated and reiterat «i illustrations, that 
of the 
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OHOWCT tO lidnhe rounds and Catllais by Lhe penerai evovernment. 


nothing but mischiet couid flow trom the exercise 


and by reference to the proceeaings of the Convention 
wich formed the Constitution, that no such power Was 
ever intended to be conferred. Roads and canals in such 
in extended ti rritory as ours, must needs be partial iD their 
benefits. ‘Those therefore whe protit most by them, should 
bear the expense Oi their construction, and this ts so clear- 


ly in accordance with the principles of justice and common 


sense, that 11 is every where acted upon in relation to the 
ordinary highways. Who pave the strects of aCity? Those 
who reside Lib tai City. W ho keep ith repair the ordinary 
roads! a LoWiSs lips. E.Xven in the case of a county 


be rit fit of the 
itto the benefit of the county 


road, it must be determined to be for the 
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the whol people of the 
orde r to ¢ nable thi 


funds. reposterous coctrine be set up, that 
i rite d Siate Ss are to we lure d, We 
tine gee 

furiners of a little district in a single 
to market at a cheaper rate! 
If so, surely the farmers of every litle district in the Union 
have an equal mght; and, if this principle be carried out to 


siate. to trausport thei prouucs 


its fullextent,alundred millions of dollars would not suffice 
tall nds: At is high 
lume that the system should he checked; and, if we are,not 
greatly deceived, the people wiil thank the President for 
lnterposing his cxecutive prerogative, between the tax col. 
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to meet all the demands upon the l'reasurv. 


After the reading of the message referred to, which was 
listened towith an appropriate and dignified solemnity, there 
Was a very Visible sensation bordering upon excitement, 
manifested throughout the House; and, if there had been 
any person present, who believed that a disposition favora- 
hie to disunion was entertained by any Representative ot 
any of the Southern or South-Western States, he would in- 
stantly have been convinced of his error, by the effect pro- 
duced upon the entire delegation of that section of coun- 
try. A general manifestation of joy was apparent, founded 
upon a belief that the Constitution, which had once already 
been saved when at its last gasp, had now been a second 
time rescued from annihilation, by thes timely interposition 
of one, who was willing to risk hts private popularity for the 
sake of promoting “the general welture.” On the part of 
those who considered the message of the President as set- 
tling the executive policy against their views upen this mo- 
mentous question, a good deal of disappointment as was na- 
tural to be expected, was visible. Of this the first ebullition 
was a motion for the House immediately te proceed to the 
consideration of the bill, in order to try whether the con- 
stitutional number of two thirds could be obtained, to pass 
the bill through that House in opposition to the view of the 
President. After a short and contused debate, however, it 
was decided to postpone the subject until the following day, 
in order that gentlemen might have an opportunity of seeing 
the message in print. 

Yesterday the House proceeded to the consideration of 





President since his installation into office, great interest 


lit. Amongst his political supporters, in both Houses of 
Congress, there were some who were favorable to this spe- 
cies of appropriation as well upon considerations of policy 
as of constitutional power, whilst there were others who de- 
nied altogether both the expedieucy and the right of Con- 
gress to expend the public money on works of so local a 
character as the read in question, which, being no link 1 
any great chain of internal communication, could only be 
revarded as a mere insulated route, intended to connect 
Lexington with the river Ohio, and not as any more entitled 
to the rank of a National work, than any other road of sixty 
miles, connecting any other inland town with a navigable 
water. Each of these two parties looked with great solici- 
tude for his decision. inasmuch as each supposed that there- 
by an indication would be afforded of his opinion as to the 
constitutional power of Congress over internal improve- 
ments, and each one had a strong belief that the decision 
would be favorable tc its own particular wishes. 

We have been thus minute in order that the public may 
be able to fori a judgment of the delicate position in which 
the President was placed on this occasion, as regards those 
considerations which are sometimes brought to bear upon 
men in high stations, and which, by appealing to selfish cal- 
culations, have disgraced so many public men in onr coun- 
try, and that they may the better be able to appreciate the 
independente of kis course, which, in our humble estima- 
tion, is worthy of the gratitude of the Nation. We say 
gratitude, because he has, by this single act, arrested the 
progress of a system, which could not have been much lon- 
ger persevered in, without involving the couatry in a state 
bordering on civil war, and has thus averted, for a time, at 
‘east, the catastrophe that has so long excited the patriotic 
apprehensions of those who have watched the state of pub- 
lic feeling at the South. He has, in fine, done as much as 





was excited as to the course he would pursue in relation to | 


‘the rejected bill, and after an animated debate, (of which 
an account will be given hereafter) the question was taken, 
when 96 were found in favor of it, and 90 against it; so the 
bill was lost—it requiring two thirds for its passage. 





On Monday afternoon, a confidential message was re- 
ceived by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
from the President, upon which the House went into se- 
cret session, and remained so occupied from 5 to half past 
8 o'clock, during which a bill to regulate the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and Great Britain, 
which had been previously reported by the committee of 
commerce, was considered, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, which was accordingly done, and the 
bill was afterwards passed. The confidential message of 
the President is understood to have related to the actual 
state of our negotiations at London; but as the injunction 
of secrecy has not been removed, we are not able to pro- 
nounce. upen their probable termination. 








The House of Representatives yesterday passed the bills 
reducing the duty on salt and molasses, and allowing a 
drawbock on rum; and they were sent to the Senate for con- 
curfence, by which body they were both passed this morning, 
and they only now require the signature of the President 
to become laws. By the former, ithe duty on salt, after the 
3lst December, 1830, is to be 15 cents, per bushel, and 
after the 3lst Dec. 1831, 10 cents. By the latter, the duty 
on molasses, after 30th Sept. next, is to be 5 cents per gal- 
lon, and the drawback on rum 4 cents. 





The bill for the removal of the Indians was passed on 
Wednesday last by the House of Representatives, with 
amendments in which the Senate on the same day concurred 
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Banner of the Coustitutiort. 
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It is truly extraordinary to see the pertinacity with which 
the American System philosophers hold on to the doctrine, 
that agriculture is not American industry. Now if the 
planting and harrowing of land, the sowing of seed, the 
gathering of the crop, and the hauling of it to market, all 
performed on American soil, under the jurisdiction of Amer- 
ican laws, under the protection of the American govern- 
ment, and by Ameriean citizens, is not American industry, 
we should like to know, what right spinning and weaving, 
and especially when they are performed, as they are to a 
ereat extent, by foreigners, have to the appellation? But 
who says that the labor of the husbandman or the planter is 
not American industry? We answer, all the restrictive 
writers who touch the subject. They do not, it is true, 
make the assertion in direct terms, for that would injure 
their cause with the farmers, who, forming a majority of the 
nation, can control its political course. But they constant- 
ly do it indirectly, when they boast that a piece of home 
made cloth. is the product of domestic industry, and deny 
thata piece of foreign cloth is. 
foreign cloth be brought into the country, except in ex- 
change for some product of agriculture’ And how can a 
product of agricultvre be brought into existence except by 
the exercise of American industry? If a Pennsylvania far- 
mer raises five bushels of wheat, converts it into flour, and 
sells that flou; abroad for a yard of cloth, has not as much 





For how can a piece of 


American industry been employed in procuring that yard of 


cloth, as if it was the produce of one of our own factories! 
How any one can deny a truth so self-evident, it 1s not easy 
to perceive, and vet it is, as we have said, denied every day, 
and even by many who should know better. For those, 
however, who are innocently in error on the subject, we will 
offer a few illustrations. 

“Louisiana sugar,” say the restrictionists, ‘is the product 
of domestic industry-——W est India sugar is not.” But West 
India sugar is altogether purchased with flour, corn meal, 
lard, butter, beef, pork, and other productions of agricul- 
ture. Is not therefore the labor of the Pennsylvania or 
Ohio farmer as much instrumental in producing the foreign 
sugar, as the labor of the Louisiana planter, in producing 
the domestic? 

Again, the same reasoners say, that the iron produced 
by the iron masters of Pennsylvania, Maryland, &c. is the 
produet of American industry, but that English, Russian and 
Swedish iron is not. And yet English, Russian and Swed- 
ish iron could not possibly be procured but in exchange for 
agricultural productions. Sometimes indeed this exchange 
is not a direct one. Very often we send a cargo of flour to 
the West Indies or Brazil, exchange it there for sugar or 
coffee, and with that sugar or coifee, go to Europe and pur- 
chase the iron. When, however, such circuitous voyages 
ave ugdertaken, it is because more tron can be procured for 
the flour, even after paying the double freight and expens- 
es, than could be procured by a direct barter, or otherwise 
it would not be done, and it can be of no sort of conse- 
quence to us, whether the voyage be direct or indirect, pro- 
vided we obtain the most profitable result. Now, if ten 
barrels of flour can be sent to the Havana, and be there con- 
verted into as much sugar, as will procure a ton of iron in 
St. Petersburgh, we should wish to know, whether Ameri- 
can industry has not been applied to the procuring of It, as 
much as if a ton of iron had been smelted and haminered 
from ore dug up in Lancaster county! 

Avrain—we are told that salt manufactured at Salina, u 
New York, at Conemaugh, in Pennsylvania, and Kenhawa, 
in Virginia, 1s the product of American industry, but that 
salt imported from Lisbon, Cadiz, and ‘Furks Island, 1s not. 
Now, is it supposed, that the salt makers of those places 
give us their salt for nothing’ We hardly think that any 
one will advance such an absurd position. We must there- 
fore pay for it. And how can a nation, which has no gold 
and silver mines, pay for foreign products but by domestic 
eroducts? And if we pay for sa!t with flour, and other sim- 
ilar productions, or, what 1s the same thing, with commodi- 
ties purchased abroad in exchange for those productions, 
why is not foreign salt as much the product of American 
industry, a3 domestic made salt! 

The same reasoning applies to all articles of foreign pro- 
duction. They are all the productions of domestic labor, 
and are as much entitled to the rank of American industry, 
as any species of labor performed with the spindle or loom. 
It is true, that foreign products are not always procured by 
an immédiate exchange for domestic products. Wherever 
this, however, is not the case,as we have already remarked, 
it is alwavs because by pursuing an indirect exchange, 
through the intervention of a third party, a more profitable 
barter can be made. And surely no individual would con- 
demn another for making a circuitous bargain, by which he 
eould put more into bis pocket than by making a direct one. 
Who would say, that the farmer was unwise, who, having 
wool for sale, and wishing a pair of boots, should prefer giv- 
ing it to the hatter for an order upon the boot-maker for a 
pair of boots, rather than insisting upon a 
with the boot-maker, 


direct exchange 
want of wool, 
su utd refuse to vive him for it. more than a pair of shoes? 
And how then can it our politi- 
cians do, that unless we can make a direct exchange with 
s foreien nation, it is unprofitable to trade with her’? If 
say they. Great Britain will not rive us as 
‘the West Indians and Sout] 


true 


who. pot being in 


he maintained, as sume ol 


much tor our 


flour as 1 Americans will give, 
oul policy is not to exchange cotton with her for her 
manuiactures., although she is willing to Give us tor it, more 
than any other nation, and to take from us as much as we 
and are willing to Jet her fiave for 
equivalent in her productions. 


(wine, as if 


ean raise its proper 
This ts precisely the same 


the farmer we have just referred to, should say, 
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that because the boot-maker would not give him as much 
as the hatter for his wool, he would not sell him wheat for 
a pair of boots, when nobody else would give him for it 
more than a pair of shoes. It is really time that our sov- 
disant statesmen should abandon such childish arguments, 
and look at things as they really are. The true state of 
the case is this. Pennsylvania raises wheat, and wants 
woollen cloths. She says to Great Britain, I will give you 
flour for manufactured goods. Great Britain says, agreed 
—I consent to the exchange. But Pennsyivania says, you 
will not give ine as much tor my flour as I can cei from 
others. ‘That may be, replies Great Britain, and theretore 
your best policy will be, to let your neighbors, Carolina, 
Georgia, &c. have your flour in exchange tor their cotton, 
and | will let you have for the cotton, more manufactured 
goods that you can get from any other European nation, and 
twice as much as you can meke at home, with the same 
number of hands now employed in raising the flour with 
which they will be paid tor. Pennsyivama consents, and it 
is by this round about process, that she does actually at this 
time pay for nearly all the British goods she receives, 
amounting to several millions of dollars annually. And 
now, we weuld ask, is not this circuitous mode of dealing 
with Great Britain, more advantageous to Pennsylvania 
than a direct exchange of flour for manufactures would be? 
And is notas much American industry emploved by that 
mode of procuring cloths, as would be set in motion by tak 
ing the laboring man trom the tail of the plough and put- 
ting him to work in a factory! 

The following is an extract trom a letter addressed to us 
by an intelligent friend in the interior of Pennsylvania, 
under date of 16th mstant: 

* The mcimbers of Congress from other States, particu- 
larly from the South, are more independent than ours, but 
we may guess from some ef them advocating and vot- 
ing for the system of internal improvements, to keep in fa- 
vor with their immediate constituents who suppose they 
are to be benefitted by them, that constitutional principles 
too often yield to partial and selfish motives. [ have been 
reading the third volume of Jefferson’s Correspondence. 
His political sentiments are admirable in several of the 
letters, and convinces me more and more of the fatal ten- 
dency of the scrambling measures which have been pursued 
under the late, and even previous administrations, and 
which are under the present one supported to a cortain ex- 
tent by the Senate, as well as the House of Representa- 
tives. This log-rolling has empoverished Pennsylvania, 
and having no confidence in the canals that have resulted 
from it, (which from natural impediments, as well as bad 
workmanship, requiring constant props and reparation, wil! 
yield no revenue,) I fear its bankrutey at no distant period. 
The people will be unable to pay taxes, unless a vent be 
opened for the products of the soil which they cultivate. 
The manufacturing interest is too weak for that object, and 
what I fear is, that that interest will be much affected by 
smuggling, where there are so many avenues to it.” 





obtaining an expression of views upon the subject of “a 
national currency, based upon the credit of the govern- 
ment;” in other words, as we presume from the known opin. 
ions ot the gentleman who acted as chairman on the ocea- 
sion, to get up a project for a paper money not redeemable 
in specie. We have not the most distant idea that any plan 
of this sort can be carried into effect; but notwithstanding 
this, itis proper that every attempt at the resuscitation of 
continental money should be resisted at the offset. As great 
delusions as this have been widely spread from less respect- 
able beginners. ‘The following are the proceedings of the 
meeting referred to: 

Pursuant to previous public notice, a meeting of citi- 
zens was held at the City Hall, on Monday evening, the 


tional currency, based upon the credit of the government, 
when 

Tutmas Law, Esq. was called to the chair, and 

Rienarkp Barry appointed Secretary. 

On motion of Waurrr Jonrs, Esq. it was 

Resolved, That a committee to consist of five members 
including the chairman, be appointed to prepare the draft 
of a memorial to Congress upon the subject, and to re- 
port at an adjourned meeting, to be held on Wednesday 
evening next. Whereupon, Walter Jones, John Rodgers, 
William Brent, aud George Watterston, Esqs. were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr, Watterston, it was further 

Rasolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be pub- 
lished in the several newspapers of the city; 

And the meeting then adjourned until Wednesday next, 
at 7 o'clock P. M., at whieh time and place the citizens 
are respectively invited to attend. 

THOS. LAW, Chairman. 


Ricuarp Barry, Secretary. 





3v two official articles published in our paper of to-day, 
it will be seen that in the Republic of Bolivia, regulations 
have been adopted favorable to free trade, whilst in Peru, 
the American System is to be re-established after the 14th 
of October next, operating to the extent of prohibition up- 
on most of the articles usually exported to that country from 
the United States. The Southern American States are 
apt scholars, and believing that we of the North, are too 
wise to adopt a pohiey which is not caleulated to promote 





our interests, they are disposed to follow our example. 
Mexico already excludes our flour and cotton goods, Co- 
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A meeting has becn held in this city for the purpose of 


24th inst. to take into consideration the propriety of a na- 





- Gane 








ee 





~ 


lombia has imposed high duties upon them, and as regards 
Bolivia, although she has not yet adopted the American 
System in essence, it is evident that the poison is beginning 
there to work, or else, the preamble to the decree would 
not have contained the expression “ for the encouragement 
of home industry.” Now, it is very clear, that if the re. 
strictive system is.good for us, it must be good for them, 
and when our politicians shall see the whole of South 
America closed to our commerce, they will then be able 
to see how suicidal has been their course. 





[ OFFICIAL. | 
DirparRTMENT oF Srate, 
May 21, 1830. 

COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS OF BOLIVIA. 

The President of the Republic of Bolivia, considering 9 
free and protected commerce to be the source of national 
wealth and prosperity, and that the freedom and restrictions 
to which it is subject, are the means of Government fo: 
raising revenue, and for the encouragement of home ip. 
dustry, publishes the following decree : 

Art. 1. All Bolivian and foreign vessels shall have free 
liberty to discharge their cargoes at the port of La Mar. 
without the payment of duty for lading or unlading. 

2. Captains or supercargoes, before they discharge thei: 


~~. 


cargoes, are required to present a certified manifest, ex. 
libiting their names, that of the vessel, the port whence 


cleared, and the tonnage of the vessel, together with an ex. 
hibit of the quantity and quality of the merchandise, and 
the marks of the bales containing them. Such as are fo; 
transit, must have their destination expressed. 

3. The discharging of cargoes shall be superintended 
by police, that no part of it be landed, not comprehended 
in the manilest. 

4. Cargoes shall be deposited in the stores of the cus 
tom house, alter the proper comparison of them with the 
registers and maniests. ‘The surveyor will value the goods. 
according to a general tariff, to have efleect throughout the 
republic from the first of the next year, 1830. 

D. An excess of evaluation amounting to three per cent, 
shall pay double duties; but if greater, the penalty shal! 
be confiscation. 

i. At the importation 


and tirst sale of merchandise, th 
following duties shall be 


paid . 

7. Cloths and fabrics of wool, linen, and silk of every 
kind, mercury, chrystals, delft ware, watches, jewelry of 
silver, gold, and stone, shall pay five per cent. 

8. The prohibitions of coarse woollens, and cotton cloths, 
is suspended. They shall pay 10 per cent. the same as 
finer cloths. 

9. Horse-furniture, boots, shoes, ready-made clothes. 
hats, and housefold furniture, 10 per cent. 

10. Foreign spirits, 10 per cent. 

11. Wines, 5 per cent. 

2. The exportation of pina silver, is again prohibited, 
Stamped silver shall pay 2 per cent. and coined gold, one. 

13. The importation of mules, horses, and jackasses, 
not to be again taken from the country, are free of duty. 

14. Goods, not sold, may be re-shipped, without the 
payment of any dues, other than a medio real for storage 
upon each package, atter the first mouth that they may have 
been deposited, until re-shipped. 

DrparTMENT oF Sratr, 
May 2Ath, 1830. 
COMMERCIAL REGULATIONS OF PERU, 

The following decree was promulgated at Lima, on the 
14th day of January, ultimo, by His Excellency, Augustine 
Gamarra, Grand Marshal of the National Armies, Presi- 
dent ef the Republic, &c. 

The law of the loth of June last, which permits the in- 
troduction of articles prohibited by the General Constitu- 
ent Congress on the 15th of June, 1828, having been an- 
nulled, there is allowed for its further operation, the period 
of eight months, for such as may be imported from Europe, 
Asia, and North America. 

The following are the articles whose importation into 
Peru will be prohibited by the foregoing decree, eight 
months after the 14th of January of this year. 

Flour, coarse cotions, tobacco, cabinet wares, lard, bran- 
dy, ready-made clothing, boots and shoes, soap, powder, 


tsaltpetre, sulpher, saddlery, wax and tallow candles, car- 
riages, and leather. 









Evrrep By Conny Racver. 
TERMS.—This paper is published atthe corner of E and Ninth 
streets, near the Geveral Post Office, on Wednesdays and Saturdays; 


during the session of Congress, and on Wednesdays during the rest af 
the year. 
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The price is Five po_taRs per annum, payable in advance. Sub- 
scriptions for less than a year, at the rate of six poLLars per annum, 


Postage is to be paid in all cases, except where a letter encloses at 
least the amount of e year’s subscriplion in advance, in notes of no (ess 
denomination than five dollars, and without the intervention of an agent. 


Any bookseller, post master, or other respectable person, in any 
part of the United States, or elsewhere, who shall obtain after this 
date, four subscribers, and remit the sum of twenty dollars in ad- 


vance, shall be entitled to one copy of the paper, as a commission. 
There are on hand no files of the back No’s. 


*,*After the first of Decembet next, this paper will be publishell 
in the ordinary newspaper form, treice a week throughout the year, at 
five dollars per annum, and daily during the session of Congress, and 
will embrace the general range of subjects usually expected ina 
newspaper not devoted to party polities and local questions. 
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Printed by WILLIAM GREER, corner of E and Ninth 
streets, three doors west of the General Pest Office. 
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